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- 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF REV. BEN- 


JAMIN WHITE, A. M. LATE PASTOR 
OF THE FIRST CHURCH IN WELLS. 


Tue subject of ‘his sketch was the 
sonof James White, Esq. of Thet- 
ford, Vt. and was born at Haverhill, 
Mass. May 8th, 1781. He enter- 
ed Dartmouth College in the spring 
of 1804, and was graduated there 
in 1807. He taught an Academy 
in New Ipswich, N. H. one year; 
and commenced preaching after pur- 
suing Theological studies eighteen 
months in the seminary at Andover. 
Several churches solicited bis stated 
labors ; but he believed his duty cal- 
led him to Wells, where he was or- 
dained June 26, 1811. In youth he 
was moral, sober, and sometimes a- 
larmed and convinced of sin. About 
the time he was preparing for the 
University he was the subject of 
clear discoveries of the truth, and of 
painful exercises of mind. After a 
short time his minister and pious 
friends much sooner than himself, 
indulged a hope that he had been 
transformed by the renewing of his 
mind; of whichhe continued to 
give increasing evidence till his 
death. Within a few months after 
his settlement bis health failed, and 
was never fully restored. He was 
absent from his people in the warm 
season, 1812; returned to them in 
autumn, and preached during the 
winter, when some hopes were en- 
tertained of his restoration to health. 
"hese however disappeared in the 





ensuing spring, He then left Wells, 
and saw his flock no more, except on 
a shert visit. He died at his fathers’ 
house, March 23, 1814. 

This faithful servant of Christ, 
whose early death is deeply lamen- 
ted by all the friends of Zion, who 
knew him, as.a man, was amiable in 
his disposition, and in his manners 
unassuming. His talents, though 
not the most brilliant, were solid and 
manly. As a friend, he was con- 
stant and sincere. As a Christian, 
he was graye, yet cheerful ; gentle, 
yet decided; zaalous, but not ex- 
travagant. - 

During his saint ministry he ap- 
peared to be deeply sensible of his _ 
high responsibility to God. He al- — 
ways felt the weight of duty urging 
him to the greatest activity, of which 
he was capable. When the cause of 
religion seemed to make it necessa- 
ry, he never hesitated to exert him- 
self to the utmost; and indeed he 
did not account his own life dear, if 
he could win souls to Christ. It 
might with great propriety be said of 
him, that he made the interest of 
Christ hisown. He labored as hear- 
tily, as cheerfully, and as diligent- 
ly in the vineyard of Christ, as the 
mere worldling labors in his field. 
While the prosperity of Zien filled 
his soul with gratitude and joy, it 
grieved him to the heart to discover 
indifference and carelessness in the 
professed friends of Christ. 

Although his feeble health made 
the iabueh of duty difficult and 
painful ; yet he never appeared to 
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regret that he had undertaken the 
work of the ministry, nor betrayed 
a wish to leave this employment for 
another. He had enlisted under 
the banner of Christ, and he chose 
to persevere ; accounting it an hon- 
our to suffer and die as a minister of 
the gospel. 

His fidelity to Christ; and his 
strong attachment to the people of 
his charge were manifest in trying 
scenes: He was very anxious for 
their spiritual welfare during those 
long and repeated seasons of painful 
geparation from them which his sick- 
ness occasioned. Nor were they 
insensible to his situation. He lov- 
ed his flock; he was very dear to 
them. He wrote them many afiec- 
tionaté and solemn letters, which 
were read in public. 

Mr. White was a minister as well 
in the social circle and by the fire- 
side, as in the pulpit. He was ful- 
ly persuaded, that a holy life was 
necessary to strengthen and fix the 
impressions made by his preaching. 
He well knew that one great obsta- 
cle to the success of a preacher, is 
conformity to the spirit and fashions 
of the world, in his intercourse with 
his people. His weekly visits af- 
forded abundant proof, that he real- 
ly believed and felt the doctrines, 
which he taught on the sabbath. 

In the pulpit he appeared and he 
spake like a messenger from God. 
His sermons were not designed to 
excite or to gratify a vain euriosity. 
They were judicious, affectionate 
and solemn. They partook of the 
true unction, and were delivered in 
demonstration of the spirit and of 
power. Many precious souls will long 
remember the gracious words, which 
proceeded outof his mouth. ‘There 
is reason to believe that a consider- 
able number were born into the 
kingdom under his ministrations. 
Mr. White was not so anxious for 


learning as for usefulness. Todo 
good was the great object of his life. 

erhaps no man could, with greater 
propriety, say to his people—I seek 
not yours but you. So ardent was 
his love of souls, that he could net 

waste his precious time in searching 
for beauties in the mouldy volumes 
of heathen writers, nor in poring 
over the unmeaning jargon of schoo!- 
metaphysicks. If he did not pos- 
sess so much knowledge, as some, of 
the various controversies, which have 
in different ages disturbed the peace 
of the church ; if he were not so well 
versed in the minutia of criticism ; 
yet few of his standing better urider- 
stood; or could more clearly exhibit 
to a mixed congregation, the essen- 
tial doctrines of grace. He did not 
feed his flock with idle speculations, 
nor with the lumber of useless lore ; 
but with that knowledge, which is 
most interesting to the soul. 

Behold him at the close of life. 
Draw near to his dying pillow. His 
very countenance assures you that 
his peace is made with God. You 
now discover the power and the val- 
ue of that religion, which he profes- 
sed. When worldly motives cease 
to operate, his piety is most con- 
spicuous. 


“ Affliction is the good man’s shining 
scene ; 

‘“* Prosperity conceals his brightest ray ; 

* As night to stars, woe lustre gives to 
man.” 


Behold this beloved brother, de- 
parting from the world! His faith 
is strong, his hope animated, and his 
prospects bright. Already a glimpse 
of the heavenly world bursts up- 
on his soul and increases his desire 
to be absent from the body and 
present withthe Lord. He longs to 
be with Christ. The king of ter- 
rors is disarmed. He feels an energy 
of soul, which assures him that he 
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shall be victorious. His work is 
done, his warfare is ended. He can 
now say with the apostle— 

Ihave fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the 
faith: Henceforth there is laid up for 

me a crown of righteousness ; wich 
the Lord the righteous Judge shall 
give me at that day ; and not to me on- 
ly, but unto all them also that love his 


= appearing. 
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Essays on Truth & Error. 
No. III. 


Haviyc attended to same rules or 
methods for interpreting the holy 
scriptures, we proceed to notice a 
few of the most important things 
which may be learnt from those or- 
acles of the living God. We can- 
not take a minute survey. We 
must content ourselves with some 
leading truths, under each of which 
many others are included. 

In the present number we shall 
consider the importance of a correct 
knowledge of the character of God. 
This will appear, when we reflect 
that all religion, whether true or 
false, takes its nature and proper- 
ties ina great degree from the char- 
acter ef the real or supposed deity 
which is the object of worship. 

Said the prophet, Mic. 4, 5. All 
people will walk every one in the name 
of his god ; and we will walk in the 
name of the Lorp our God forever 
and ever. As if he had said, “ it is 
common for the people of different 
tribes and nations to sustain differ- 
ent characters, according to those 
which they attribute to their deities 


respectively ; for it is a principle of 


human nature that we should imitate 
those whom we esteem, obey those 
yhom we fear and whose authority 
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we acknowledge, and strive to 

lease those whose favor we want, 
and whose displeasure. we dread. 
So every man will conform to the 
deity whom he acknowledges ; will 
possess the same spirit, offer the 
sacrifices which please him, obey 
the laws imposed by him, and seek 
in all things to resemble him.” 

And does not the history of the 
world demonstrate that there have 
been lords many and gods many, and 
that they that make them, and they 
that trust in them, are lke unto 
them ? : 

The nations of men have had their 
vartous idols. ‘Though the whole 
race of men agreed in not liking to 
retain God in their knowledge, and 
in the general principle of loving 
and serving the creature more than 
the Creator ; yet they differed ex- 
tremely in the objects of their 
choice. ‘They changed the glory 
of the uncorruptible God into an im- 
age made like to corruptible may, 
and to birds, and four-footed beasts, - 
and creeping things ;” and even a- 
dored the vegetable creation, and 
tungs without hfe. Almost all God’s 
creatures, the workmanship of his 
hands, have been worshipped in 
some part of that world which he 
has filled with his glory, while his . 
own name and honor, with one con- 
sent, have been trodden in the dust, 
and his very existence forgotten, 

It appears from the history of na- 
tions which surrounded the holy 
land, and of those tribes which re- 
mained in it and tempted the Jews 
to idolatry, that though they all re- 
nounced the God of Israel, yet each 
nation or tribe had its own, We 
only refer the reader to the scrip- 
tyres for the proof of this fact. We 
learn from profane history that this 
is common withman. Each yation 
had its god, in which all of the same 
country were united, but differing 
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from those of other nations. Besides 
these, each family had their house- 
hold deity, which they kept in their 
place of residence, worshipped in 
the family circle, and carried with 
them wherever they removed, somes 


‘times adventuring their lives for the 


preservation of their god !—But 
Christian families, in many lament- 
able instances, have no altar in their 
houses fur the great God their Sav- 
iour ; they are ashamed to be seen 
uniting to pay their domestic devo- 
tions to him whe made them. ‘Thus 
will the heathen rise up in judgment 
with this generation, and with sin- 
ners in this gospel land, and will 
condemn them. For they were at 
least consistent with their principles, 
and faithful to their engagements 
‘They worshipped false gods, but 
they were not ashamed to own them. 

Walking is a term, often used in 
scripture to denote the manner of 
life, the course of a person’s senti- 
ments, feelings, and actions. ‘The 
name of the true God denotes his 
perfections and attributes as reveal- 
ed to us. So walking tn the name of 
Jehovah is, conceiving of Him, feel- 
ing toward Him, and conducting be- 
fore Him, according to His nature, 
His will, and His requirements of 
us. The name of a false god also 
denotes his su ‘character, and 
walking in his name implies a char- 
acter and conduct in the worshipper 
corresponding to it. So we are in- 
formed that the devotees of Bacchus, 
the god of wine, offered libations 
suited to his character, and indulged 
m excesses at the banquet as a part 
of their devotion. The worshippers 


‘of Venus, the goddess of beauty and 


sensual pleasure, were noteriously 
lewd, and blushed not to commit the 
greatest excesses, which she was 
said to approve. The worshippers 
of Mars, the god of war, cultivated 
a martial spirit, and sought to gain 


his approbation by deeds of valor, 
and exploits in arms. And at this 
day, the adherents of Juggernaut 
perfect the praise of that dumb ido! 
in the obscene song and lascivious 
gesture, because they are told that 
with such sacrifices the god is well 
pleased. At this day, perhaps at 
this moment, deluded mortals offer 
their bodies to be crushed under the 
wheels of his chariot, because they 
believe that he condescends to smile 
when he sees the libation of blood. 
Thus is death welcomed in this hor- 
rid manner to gain the approbation 
ot a block of wood. O fly, ye her- 
alds of truth, and tell your fellow- 
men there is a God in Israel ; tell 


them of the blood which cleanseth from ; 


all sin; run m among them, and 
preach unto them thet they should turn 


from these vanities to serve the living 


God, who made heaven and earth. 

From this evident fact, that men 
naturally copy the character of their 
object of worship, the Prophet de- 
rives a useful hint to himself and the 
people of the Most High; saith he, 
‘and we will walk in the name of 
Jehovah our God forever and ever.” 
We know the living and true God. 
He wil teach us of his ways, ond we 
will walk in his paths. We will serve 
him acceptably with reverence, love, 
and Godly fear, tn holiness and right- 
eousness before Him all the days of our 
life. He will be our guide even unto 
death. We shall be satisfied when we 
awake with his likeness. He will pre- 
e us for his presence, and we shall 

e ever with the Lord. 

The passage quoted from the pro- 
phet Micah stands in intimate con- 
nexion with some glorious things 
which are 
Lord im the latter days on earth, 
precictions of the coming of many 
nations unto the mountain of the 
Lord’s house. And they will say, 
we will walk, &c. O what a giori- 
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ous day, when all the idols of the 
heathen shall be cast to the moles 
and to the bats, and when all men 
under the whole heaven sha!l, with 
one heart and one voice,glorify God. 
Meanwhile, where the true God is 
known in spirit and in truth, men do, 
ina good degree, conform their lives 
to His character, His requirements, 
and His will. 

It wil] be requisite for us to inquire 
in the first place, what is the charac- 
ter of the only Lord God. 

I enter upon a boundless theme. 
Who by searching can find out God ? 
Who can find out the Almighty unto 
perfection? Wois me; I am undone. 
[an a man of unclean lips ; they 
who will read my remarks are 
people of unclean lips. O that we 
fnight consider the subject with 
reverence and Godly fear. Yet we 
surely ought to know something with 
truth concerning the God of our sal- 
vation. For the invisible tings of 
Him, even his eternal power and God- 
head are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that aremade. And He 
has condescended to make himself 
inore clearly and fully known in the 
scriptures, and in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 

The most noble and exalted crea- 
ture derived his existence from a- 
nother, is therefore dependant at all 
times, and limited in his faculties ; 
but Jehovah is self-existent, inde- 
pendent, and infinite. Creatures 
have a beginning, and aré subject to 
changes; but God is eternal and un- 
changeablé. He is omnipresent, or 
found in every place ; omniscient, 
or comprehending all things; andal- 


mighty, or able to do, at a word, 


whatsoever he pleases. These are 
usually termed his natural perfec- 
‘ions. By the possession of these 
He is exalted infinitely higher above 
the most glorious angel, than that 
angel is, above the meanest insect or 
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reptile. The rdols of the heathen then, 
of every name, are vanity and a lie. 
But the Portion of Jacob is not so. 
He is God over all, blessed forever. 
His dominion is as extensive and 
periect as his attributes; he is an 


_ absolute Sovereign over all the works 


of his hands, and giveth not account 
of any of His matters. It is the dus 
ty, the privilege and the happiness 
of his creatures to behold, admire, 
and adore. 

He is not, however, so much ex- 
alted by his natural, as by his moral 
periections. He is glorious in holi- 
ness. He is immutably jus, hating 
all the workers of iniquity with per- 
fect hatred, and loving and reward- 
ing all that do well. He is faithful 
and true, whether he threaten ven- 
geance to the ungodly, or promise 
peace to his beloved. THe is most 
wonderful in goodness, love, mercy, 
compassion, and forbearance. That 
peculiar beauty and ineffable excel- 
lence of the divine glory which 
shines forth in all these moral attri- 
butes is termed his holiness. The 
Lord our God ts holy. 

It is natural to infer that all the 
rules of his government, and all his 
dispensations toward his rational 
creatures must be holy like his na- 
ture. So his law is holy, just, and 

ood ; and his method of salvation 
for sinners is perfectly worthy of 
himself. 

We are to shew in the second 
place, that this character of God as- 
similates his worshippers to itself ; 
or, that they who have a spiritual 
understanding of God will resemble 
him, and walk in His ways, influ- 
enced by his fear and love. This 
knowledge of God produces true re- 
ligion. It is important, it is neces- 
sary for the life of godliness. 

‘The sum of real religion is to de- 
part from evil, and cleave to that 
which is good. And what is so'well 
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éalculated to arrest the sinner, to 
deter him from evil, and produce 
in him a holy dread of every false 
way, as the thought that a holy 
God sees him in every place, knows 
every word and every thought, and 
will bring every secret thing into 
judgment? Ifthe terrors of the Lord 
can persuade men to flee from sin, 
it is enough that the holy God is a 
consuming fire to the wicked, and 
will by no means clear the guilty ; 
that his law is more firm than the 
heavens and the earth,and will nev- 
er pass away, or be softened down 
to the feelings of carnal men, It is 
enough for the stoutest heart to know 
believingly that he is in the hands 
of the Maker of all things, who can 
create or destroy by a word, and is 
angry with the wicked every day. 
What can awaken the soul to re- 
pentance, but the thought of having 
offended a God’ infinitely holy, a- 
bused boundless goodness and mer- 
cy, and slighted love higher than the 
heavens and stronger than death ? 
What can fill the soul with gratitude, 
wonder, love and joy, but the expe- 
rience of this love, and the idea of 
that government which is adminis- 
tered in periect wisdom, equity ,and 
benevolence? If any thing were 
wanting to excite these becoming e- 
motions of spirit, and lead to a holy 
life,His covenant mercy to those who 
embrace his Son, are bornof the ho- 
ly Ghost, and have become the chil- 
dren of God by adoption, supply the 
deficiency. To all such, to all who 
know, receive, and obey the truth, 
he reveals himself as a Father; and 
this condescension inspires im them 
the temper of children. Thus spir- 
itual, holy, and eternal life springs 
up in the soul through the know!- 
edge of God. And thisis life eternal, 
that they might know thee, the only true 
God, and J esus Christ whom thou 
hast sent. ; 
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Facts prove the sentiment we hav figmMan 
advanced. If pure religion and vp.@i@he | 
defiled before God, even the Fathe (ere 
were ever found in this ruined world Ficot 


it has surely been among thon 
who had his revealed word ; 
which He makes Himself «atte 
Among those who have had th 
scriptures, they have exhibited th 
most active and unfeigned piety 
who have had the clearest an 
most consistent ideas of Him wit 
whom they have to do. Our own 
observation will testify, that ther |imtrel 
who have the deepest conviction (fn 
the perfection, fa ky holiness 0 5 
the great and dreadful God, do uni- 
formly serve Him acceptably with 
reverence and Godly fear, exhibit 
his spirit in their daily conversation, I 
keep themselves unspotted from the 
world, and exert themselves for the 
salvation of men, toa greater degre: 
than others. Thus it appears ‘the! 
the fear of the Lord is the beginnin age” 
of wisdom, and the source of vitd 
piety. iS 
' Jt is evident, however, that a ma 
may not worship an idol, and ye 
be without true religion. Many ar 
found where the true Godl is knows, 
or rather where means of knowing 
Him are enjoyed, who evidently 
not resemble Him, nor walk ‘in bi 
fear. This fact does net disprove. 
but confirm our principle. For, it 
the midst of light, these persons haw 
not the knowledge of God ; they abid 
in darkness. T hey alzo contorm 1 
the ideal being whem thev call God 
They do not bow down to the stod 
efatree ; neither do they worshif 
Jehovah. They formto themselves 
an idea of a character which they 
impute toGod. Tus they vy worship: 
But the service is no more pleasitg 
to Jehovah than the devotions whic? 
are paid to Moloch. Frequently 
may the soul be found, to who 
God may say, thou thowg htest het 
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as altogether such an one as thyself. 














haveflgMany imbibé debasing notions of 
id vn.taihe great | AM, which, though sin- 
‘athe fameerely followed, lead theni to erro- 
vorld.mgicous lives and hopeless deaths. 


Their religion is esseritially defec- 
ive, inconsistent with itself and 
vith scripture, and, as it does not 
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1 theamonform them to God, can never 
-d thiampring themto the Kingdom of Heav- 









































pietyfmen. They hate the true God ; on 
t aniimghat accourit they form erroneous 
1 withfmeonceptions of Him and His ways; 
r own mmbeir belief of a lie upholds them in 

thermmtreligion; and the end of these 
ion ofmmnings is death. 











Some of these erroneous ideas con- 
eming God, and their natural el- 
cts, will be mentioned in the third 
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sation. It would seem impossible for any 
in thefampne, though an enemy to Hisholiness, 
or the mistake concerning his natural 
lecre mettributes. But there are multitudes 
rs tha iamgvbo do not believe that he is omnis- 


ent. They have no realizing thought 
at his eyes are in every place, behold 
ig the evil and the good. Hence they 
ive in the continual transgression of 
iscommands,and say in theirhearts, 
ve Lord shall not see, neither shall the 
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cnown. age od of Jacob regard it. They live 
rowingiam thout God in the workd. They 
ntly om™mncy they shall be accepted of 
in bifmgliin for external services, as if He 
prove, jmmrere as ignorant of the temper of 
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heir hearts as they are themselves, 
boking only on the outward appeat- 
ace. While the believer endures 
sseeing Him who is invisible, as- 


uring his heart before Him, these 


e stock ME'Ye asit there were “ no God that 
vorship fgge'Sus on high, or minds the affairs 
nselves fame! en.” They have also no idea 
+ ther fim! the universal presence and agency 
orsbip. fae God. Hence they feel not their 
JeasingfmecPcudence on Him in providence, 
. which fake no supplications to Him for fa- 
suently Bim Os Which come in the common op- 

whor Mm @Gons of his hand, and are un- 
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103 
thankful when laden with his bene- 
fits. 

But many can well upoti 
his natural perfections, even be filled 
with admiration and awe in contem- 
plating upon them, make frequent 
allusions to them in their Coriversa- 
tion, and be constant in the exercise 
of a kind of instinctive devotion, to 
whom the glories of his moral ex- 
cellence are as much unknown as 
the pleasing colours of the rainbow 
to a person who was born blind. 
Some have extremely low ideas of 
the jrsticé of God. Of course they 
overlook or oppose the justice ot his 
law, and vainly imagine they shall 
be released from its severe require- 
ments, or from #3 penalties. Many 
do not believe He requires a holy, 
humble, spiritual service, strict, cor- 
dial, and universal obedience, from 
such frail imperfect creatures as 
men. Others, knowing that such 
are His demands, and not seeing 
the unchangeable and_ holy justice 
of his nature on which they aré 
grounded, deem them arbitrary and 
severe ; and look on the penalties 
annexed as cruel in the extreme. 
This tenet again leads to practical 
ungodliness, impenitence, self-right- 
eousness, and every species of re- 
bellion. With such views a sinner 
never discovers that sin is infinitel 
vile, or that himself is perfectly o- 
dious before God, and in need of 
his mercy to redeem from death. 
With such views a man cannot re- 
ceive it as a faithful saying and 
worthy of all acceptation that Christ 
came to save sinners. Seeing no ne- 
cessity of such a law as they find 
was once given to men, many hope 
it is repealed, or mitigated, or de- 
stroyed by Jesus Christ; at the 
worst, they think God cannot be such 
a tyrant as to execute it on poor sin- 
ners in all its rigor. ‘Pherefore, while 
living in habitual yiolation of it, 
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they fondly hope to be accepted be- 
cause in some points they have ex- 
ternally complied with it! 

_Men have very erroneous ideas 
of the benevolence or goodness of God. 
They love those who love them, and 
sce taneioial to them. They have 
no idea of that goodness which is not 
measured by the merit of the object, 
but extends to the evil and unthank- 
ful. Therefore, knowing that God 
is kind and bountiful to them, they 
fancy He must take pleasure in 
them. From this it is easy for a 
proud heart. to infer, that they who 
are so high in favor with God must 
be certainly worthy persons, and not 
much in danger of falling underGod’s 
wrath, or of not receiving an en- 
trance into his kingdom. Thus His 
goodness, intended to lead them to 
repentance, lifts them up with pride, 
and they fall into the condemnation of 
the devil. 


Yet the most common error on 
this subject is that which debases, 
by an attempt to exalt, the glori- 
ous attribute of mercy. After all, 
most men have at some timesa 
conviction of the great truth on 
which the gospel is built, that 
they are lost sinners ; and that, 
notwithstanding all their right- 
eousness, they do need a Saviour. 
Most men will neither expect to 
answer to his justice, nor attempt 
to plead merely his goodness ; they 
usually fly to his mercy, But ma- 
ny have such views of this won- 
derful attribute that they expect 
to be saved in their sins. They 
conceive of his mercy as a bound- 
less ocean of compassion,of which 
they know neither the nature, nor 
effects, except that it is sufficient 
to save. They see not how it har- 
monizes With justice, nor how it 
Taust produce that holiness in 
them without which no man can 


and Erver. 


see the Lord. They donot per- 
ceive that “aGod all meicy is 
a God unjust” But, knowing 


that God has given his Son tor 


their souls, and is willing to re- 
ceive the chief of sinners, they 
trust themselves on the general 
idea of his pity withou: coming to 
Christ, without repenting of sin, 
without being born again. Their 
delusive notion of God’s general 
mercy leads them who hate the 
way. of holiness, to continue in 
sin that grace may abound. The 
subject might be pursued, but it 
is evident that false sentiments on 
this principal point, the character 
of God, do produce feelings and 
conduct which are not pleasing 
in his sight, and which prove de- 
structive to the souls of those who 
believe them. Ifa man could see 
God as He is, the view would net 
save him from sin, and transform 
him into the likeness of God, with- 
out special grace. But erroneous 
views of those essential perfect- 
ions which he has cleanly reveal- 
ed, always encourage a sinner in 
his transgressions. Therefore let 


us: acquaint ourselves with him § 


now, and be at peace. 

Our coctrine is proved, that 
men imitate their object of wor- 
ship, and from him their religion, 
true or false, takes its character. 
The avowed idolater never wor- 
ships Jehovah ; he never leaves 
his particular idol for one which 
he holds as an abomination. The 
Mahometan is true to his prophet, 
& his practice correspondent with 
his. The unbelieving Jew holds 
fast the law. The Socinian nev: 
ertrusts in God manifest in the 
flesh, as his Saviour, nor does he 


feel his need of Him. The Ar-@ 


minian in heart may produce the 
fruits of common honesty, sobrie- 
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ty, and justice ; but he does not wor- 
ship God in the Spirit, or rejoice in 
Christ Jesus, having no confidence 
in the flesh. | While they who know 
the God of the scriptures in spirit and 
in truth do, in some good degree, 
live Godly in Christ Jesus, and with 
them the end shall be everlasting life. 
Knowingly to impute a character 
to God which would be infinitely un- 
worthy of Him, is in some semse 
worse than to prefer an idol to Him, 
or even todeny His existence, For 
the one would be but a contemptuous 
neglect, and might be done against 
less light ; but the other is to mock 
Him with pretensions of worship and 
service ,wiile his name is blasphemed, 
and He is disrobed of His glories, to 
be set forth as an imperiect and wick- 
ed being. Such acknewledgements of 
His namecan never be regarded by 
Ilim but with righteous indignation 
It is almost too much to hope that 
all the readers of these pages are in- 
nocent in this matter; that all have 
known God, and are serving Him in 
newness of life. But O that we all 
might behold as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, that we may be changed 
into the same image, from glory to glo- 
vy, as by the Smirit of the Lord. 
VERAX, 


From the London Evangelical Magazine. 


€ONCLO AD CLEROS: OR A NEW YEAR’S 
GIFT TO A. MENISTER. 


Beloved Brethren, 

Asx not who it is that. here ventures 
to teach the teachers of the church. 
His name is worthless. Suffice it to 
know, that, though a fellow-iabourer 
with you in the gospel, he is so far from 
thinking himself wiser or better than 
those, whom he thus addresses, that he 


~is profoundly conscious of being unwor- 
_ thy to wash the feet of one of the least — 
Far be it 


of the servants of his Lord ! 
from him to cast any reflections on his 
brethren ; he has just risen from his 
&nece, imploring the Fonntain of all 
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honour to pour on them that Spirit, 
which will make them precious in the 
eyes of his saints, and prove more abun- 
dant blessings to the church than, alas! 
the writer of this has ever been. But 
penetrated with the importance of your 
station—convinced that in you, Zion is 
blessed or poisoned in the spring—zriev- 
ed that, though we also need it, we have 
few sermons addressed to us—one who 
is less than the least of all saints has 
ventured to address you at the opening 
of the new year. We present our flocks 
with such pastoral new year’s gifts, why 
should we not hail each other in the 
language of faithful love ? 


My Brethren, we are placed in a sta- 
tion, which, like every other eminence, 
has in it something very awful and dan- 
gerous, us well as pleasant and honoura- 
ble. We shall be no common, but most 
eminent, blessings or curses, both to our 
flocks and our own souls. Woe to us, 
if we possess not eminent personal reli- 
gion! Let us see that, as we make a 
more public profession, we may have 
more secret devotion. If the tree, which 
towers on high, strike not its roots pro- 
portionably deep, it will surely be over- 
thrown by the blast. We watch over 
the flock of Ged, which he hath purchas- 
ed with his own blood, and sound the 
alarm if we see a soul declining ; but we 
ourselves must go to the Shepherd and 
Bishop of souls in secret, that he may 
watch over our souls, and preach much 
tous by his Spirit and his word. By 


_more secret religion we must, supply the 
_want of those privileges, which other 


christians enjoy. When religion is our 
element,wheawe breathe the atmosphere 
of heaven, and live only for our Lord 
and his work, we.shall bless him for it : 
we shall pity princes, and scarcely envy 
angels. But, when we lose this, which 
ought to be our spirit, we shall be lash- 
ed into the. pulpit as to the pillory. Be 
assured, our flocks know better than we 
think, whether our religion flourishes or 
droops. I have been overwhelmed with 
confusion to see a_heavenly-minded 
christian sigh over the deadness and car- 
nality of his minister, whom he yet 
struggles to love as well as he can, and 


-to. screen from shame as far as truth 


would allow, But, oh! how opposite 
the sensations I have felt when the be- 
loved fiock has triumphed and gloried to 
say, ‘‘ Our Pastor is a man of God ; he 
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has a right io teach us, for he knows 
more of God and religion than we !”” 

Your study will sympathize with your 
closet. When it goes well with our own 
souls, we find too much work cut out for 
us, to have any time to lose in idle gos- 
sip; we shall “ study to approve our- 
selves to God workmen that need not be 
ashamed ;”—‘‘ we shall give ourselves 
wholly to these things.” ‘To our dying 
day we shall find abundant need to study 
the theology of the Bible. A thousand 
schemes of usefulness will arise, which 
will need to be digested with study : if 
we are men of the right stamp, we shall 
wear out many a pen in our Master’s 
service. My dear brethren, how dis- 
graceful it is to us to be lounging about, 
as if we had nothing to do! hindering 
our people who are hard at work to sup- 
port us in our idleness, when we have 
more reason to be industrious than they 
can have! The Lord, who ordained that 
they who preach the gospel should live 
by it, never intended we should have a 
lazy moment, but he will bless the indus- 
trious use of our time and talents; 
and the church, whose bodily labours 
afford us opportunity to give ourselves 
to mental and spiritual employments, 
will be edified and delighted by the evi- 
dence of a laborious life, consecrated to 
God. 

From the closet and the study you 
will find an easy step to the pulpit. You 
will not dread the sabbath, nor ke drag- 
ged tothe assembly “asa fool to the 
stocks,” if the preceding week has been 
properly employed. Innumerable edify- 
ing views, reflections, sentences and an- 
ecdotes, will have occured to our minds, 
to enrich our public services. In praver, 
borne by the Spirit’s impulse to the very 
throne of God, we shall, by a spiritual 
attraction, draw our congregation with 
us. Instead of a dull sameness, which 
makes them suspect we have learned a 
form, they will perceive the rich, tho’ 
unstudied, variety of a soul unbosoming 
its most secret thoughts and emotions 
before its Father. Such prayers will 
make them pray. Instead of this, I bleed 
to think how some of us have extinguish- 
ed our people’s gifts and graces by the 
coldness of our own ! 

But our preaching, that most awful, 
delightful, part of our work, demands 
our most solemn regard. When we are 
light & trifling,our choice of subjects will 
be like ourselves: but, when right min- 





ded, our texts will be serious as eur ows 
souls,and evangelical as our views. Oh f 
what care shali we then bestow, rizhtly 


‘to understand the mind of the Spirit im 


the scriptures, to present the pure truth 
of God before the minds o:1 the hearers, 
with all the clearaess of light, so that 
the simplest may not be able to misun- 
derstand, except blinded by a carnal 
mind! Our own souls, filled with the 
iufinite, eternal importance of the truth, 
will not suffer usto be contented witha 
cold statement, however clear; but we 
shall pour forth burning words from a 
heart all on fire with redeeming love. 
Then we shal] and may venture to be 
faithful, and the hearers will be bound 
to receive it,—feeling that it is pot the 
mere man indulging a eensorious spirit, 
and venting his own passions; but a 
something divine in him, labouring for 
their souls at the hazard of their frowns. 
Our visits, my honorred brethren,wilt 
then be like those of Jesus, or of Paul, 
who taught not only publicly, but from 
house to house. Our charge will not 
then say (wo to usif they do)! ‘“ Here 
is our minister: we must get a pipe and 
somethimg to drink, and prepare for a 
good laugh, or a dish of politics ;” but 
they will say in their hearts, “ Now L 
hope for a time of refreshing to my soul ; 
for a lift from earth towards heaven. 
My soul has wept in secret to hear 
Christians complain, “ Our minister 
seems to have had religion enough in the 
pulpit, for he takes care never to intro- 
duce it into the parlour. All his piety 
consists in preaching, and yet he tells us 
we must have more than lies in hearing ? 
My dearly beloved brethren, partakers 
of the heavenly calling, I entreat you,by 
the blood of the Saviour shed for the 
church, by the value of the souls for 
whom he bled, by the Holy Ghost, who 
hath made us overseers of the blood- 
bought flock, let us rouse our soals, and 
call upon our Lord, that, from his full- 
ness, he may shed on us the grace to de- 
vote the ensuing year to bis service, as 
those who must give an account. Oh? 
let not the churches of the living God 
be scattered, and dying, as, alas! they 
too often have been, through our igno- 
rance, sloth, pride, impurity, covetous- 
ness, and passion ! ! Tremble, my breth- 
ren, at the dreadful reaction of your own 
follies and sins, when you shall feel you 
have to do with a miserable people, 
destitute of the spirit of true religion ° 
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Kremble, oh my soul! lest thy negli- 
gence, unfaithfulness, and sins, in thy 
Lord’s work, should provoke’ him to 
leave thee to the commission of some sin, 
which would cause the enemy to blas- 
pheme, and disqualify thee for the office 
ef a bishop, “‘ who must be blameless.” 
Then what anguish would rend the soul! 
‘Then the most laborious life, in the 
meanest part of the Lord’s vineyard, 
would seem to thee a privilege of inesti- 
mable worth. This year may be the 
fast of our ministry ! Oh! let it be spent 
in watching for souls as those that must 
sive an account! Our Master may soon 
eall us from our labour. Oh! that we 
may then hear the Chief Shepherd say, 
** Well done, thou good and faithful ser- 


vant, receive a crown of life which fa- 
deth not away,” 


ELTTER FROM THE WORLD, 10 THR EL= 
ITOR OP THE CONNECTICUT BVAN- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE, Xe. 


Rev. Sir, 

My character and principles are so 
well known to you, it will be un- 
necessary to enter into a lengthy de- 
tail of them. ‘I shall therefore ro- 
ceed to inform you, that I live in a 
fown, which, with ohe or two towns 
adjoining, has experienced that fer- 
mentation commonly styled an awa- 
kening. My business and connec- 
tions have Jed me to be often conver- 
sant with that class of people, who 
by way of distinction’ style them- 
selves Christians ; though T always 
supposed that in this Christian land, 
all were Christians, except some few 
followers of Tom Payne, and a few 
other very bad men. In the year 
past, I have observed a very visible 
ehange in the conduct and appear- 
ance of these persons. Last summer 
{ was very uneasy in their company. 
Their conversation was wholly on 
those subjects, which they (in their 
peculiar dialect,) style evangelical ; 
such, as the greai love of God in sen- 
ding his Son to die for sinners....the 
holiness, purity, and excellence of 


10j 


the character, law and govern- 
ment of God....the wonderful love 
and condescension of Christ in un- 
dertaking the work of redemption... 
the sinfulness of man by nature, and 
the consequent necessity of being 
born again by the power of God's 
Spirit....the sublime pleasures of de- 
votion, &c. These subjects were in- 
troduced not only into their visiting 
circles, but engrossed almost their 
whole attention, even in the pursuit 
of their common business ;_ and ren- 
dered them in a great measure inat- 
tentive to those concerns which J 
consider the most important. Some- 
times I attended the special meetings 
for prayer and devotion, where these 
people flocked in-crouds. ‘Their ap- 
pearance here was altogether differ- 
ent from any thing I had ever seen. 
Their countenances were fixed in 
solemn attention ; every thing was 
still and gloomy as the grave ; in 
time of prayer they resembled a 
group of unanimated statues more 
than living bodies. 

I told you these things were disa- 
greeable to me; perhaps you will 
ask, Wby ? On several accounts. 
When they spoke on the subjects, 
I have mentioned, it was with such 
ardor and engagedness, so much 
warmth and emotion,that I was high- 
ly disgusted with it. I always thought 
religion a very good thing, but never 
wished to see people run crazy with 
it. : 

Another reason why I was unea- 
sy in this company, was, I found it 
impossible to introduce my favorite 
topics of discourse. As often as I 
attempted this, the current of con- 
versation was ‘artfully diverted into 
another channel. Many instances 
of this I could give you; [ shall men- 
tion two of them. One evening | 
mentioned the hardness of the times, 
the scarcity of money, and the difh- 
culty ef getting aleng in business. 











108 Inconstant Christians. 


Mentor, one of those charactefs I 
have mentioned, immediately spoke 
to this purpose: It is a great satis- 
faction to the Christian that his trea- 
sures are not laid up on earth. What- 
ever changes may take place, he can 
refiect with composure, that all he 
holds dear is perfectlysafe. Since ,con- 
tinued he, the Christian views him- 
self a pilgrim and stranger in the 
world, he can be little concerned a- 
bout these changes ; nay, he views 
them as the effects of parental love, 
the wise and holy appointment of 
his heavenly parent, designed te 
wean his affections from earthly ob- 
jects, and to inspire him with earn- 
est longings after his father’s house... 
after the full enjoyment of those per- 
manent delights, which are subject 
tonochange but a continual increase. 
Many observations of this kind were 
made, in which they all took a part. 
After a moment’s pause, I was about 
to resume the topic | had introdu- 
ced, when Adolescens, who had hith- 
erto said but little, observed with 
regard to the enjoyments of this life, 
the poor are often destitute of them, 
for want of the means of obtain- 
ing them ; but with respect to spir- 
itual blessings, the case is very dil- 
ferent; they are offered to every 
purchaser, or rather, to every beg- 
gar without money and without 
price ; the poorer a man is, the 
more sure is he of succeeding. I sat 
silent and heard this discourse a 
few minutes, but as soon as decency 
permitted, retired, and left them to 
the conversation I found it impossi- 
ble for me to enjoy or divert. A few 
evenings after, | happened in a com- 
pany composed of young ladies, 
whose education had placed them on 
a level with each other, but some- 
thing above the common class. A 
part of them were of that character 
I have mentioned, and a part of the 
opposite ; nearly equally divided. 





Afier the usual salutations were over 
and the company seated, Missella, a 
lady of great beauty, my particular 
favorite, took occasion to expatiate 
on the beautiesof dress; which gave 
rise to a conversation of some length, 

in which the several ladies gave 
their opinions on the comparative 
beauties of the various colors com- 
monly made use of in the female hab- 
it. I was delighted with the genius 
and taste, displayed on this occasion ; 
and had the conversation continued 
in this strain, it would have amply 
compensated for the disappointment 
I had met with the former evening. 
But my satisfaction was soon damp- 
ed, when Pulcheria, who wanted 
nothing but the decorations of art, to 
make her equal in appearance to 
Missella, gave ber opinion in favour 
of white. So far was well; lL always 
admired white. But why does Pul- 
cheria admire it. Because, said she, 
it is an emblem of innocence and pu- 
rity ; it always reminds me of the 


representations given in scripture 


of the saints and angels in heay- 
en; and it is chosen as the fittest rep- 
resentation of the perfect righteous- 
ness, of the Son of God. You will 
readily perceive, sir, the transition 
was easy to these Evangelical sub- 
jects | mentioned in the former part 
of my letter. The conversation was 
still pursued with animation, but by 
different persons from those who be- 
gan it, and my favourite Missella 
was forced to the same alteruative I 
had been forced to before. 

All this I could have got along with 
very well, because when I was dis- 
pleased with my company, I could 
withdraw and seek more agreeable. 
But there was another source of un- 
easiness arising from the reflections 
produced in my. own mind, which I 
found it more difficult to get rid of. 
By observing the engagedness of 
those around me, I was compelled to 
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reflect, if these things are necessary 
to constitute a person a Christian, I 
am notone. ‘This conclusion | was 
very unwilling to adopt, but in spite 
of all my care to drown it, the reflec- 
tion would return, | always thought, 
to pay every one their just dues....to 
do no injury to society, and to go 
to meeting en ‘he Sabbath when I 
had no business of more importance, 
was religion enough. True, | had 
read in the bible, that we must love 
God with all the heart, soul, mind 
and strength....that we must be fer- 
vent in spirit serving the Lord....and 
that for every tdle word, we must 
give an account in the day of judg- 
ment. But I had also read in the 
writings of a great divine,* that idle 
word here means malicious word. 
Though I did not see his reason for 
this explanation, } yet as he was 
a learned man, and had made the bi- 
ble his particular study, | supposed 
he knew more than I did, and hence 
I concluded that the other texts | 
bave mentioned could be explained 
insome such way. But still the re- 
flection would return, these things 
may be necessary, to my no small 
uneasiness. 

But, sir, the case is materially al- 
tered. I can now without any great 
uneasiness, frequent the company of 
Christians as they still call them- 
selves ; they. do not appear like the 
same persons. ‘True, | sometimes 
hear the same subjects introduced, 
but se seldom and coolly, | can very 
well put up with it. | can now easily 
introduce my own feelings and senti- 
ments,and find that they run into them 
much more easily than | could for- 
merly into theirs. 


A short time since, I happened to 
pass an evening in the same compa- 
ny in which | had passed one so un- 


*Portens’ Lectnres, x.w. edition page 
62 
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pleasantly last summer. Here I 
heard scarcely, a word on their E- 
vangelical subjects: one spoke of 
his farm, another of his merchandize. 

took the lead in almost every con- 
versation, and since they paid so 
much deference to me,! could pa- 
tiently hear now and then a tribute 
of respect to some popular preacher. 
Some have even gone so far, as to 
meet me at the whist table, and in 
the dancing assembly. The last 
time | saw Missella and Pulcheria, 
I could scarcely distinguish them, 
either by their dress or conversation. 
Pulcheria seems to have forgotten 
the simple and expressive beau- 
ty of the white; the crimson, the 
yellow, the gaudy feather, and ‘‘the 
adorning of gold,” have power te 
io please. 

[ informed you, that my greatest 
uneasiness arose from the reflections 
ofmy own mind. I must now tell 
you, that here too is my. greatest re- 
lief. Lam now fully convinced of 
what | then wished to believe, that 
those who appeared so much enga- 
ged were in reality no better than 
myself; that the ardor and emotion 
which they manifested, were noth- 
ing but the enthusiastic  sallies 
of a heated imagination; that many 
were moved entirely by fear, others 
by sympathy, anda tew by baser 
motives ; in fine, that they were all 
under adelusion. | can now go on im 
my old accustomed course unreproy- 
ed by the greater engagedness of 
others, which I cam assure you, has 
been a source of torment tome. I 
still see a tew whose ardor is not 
yet abated, but these | consider as 
— of a gloomy temper, slaves 

to superstition, and in a Measure in- 
capable of relishing the more spright- 
ly pleasures of life. I assure you, 
sir, 1 shall not entirely give up 
these yet, but by every alluring 
charm endeavor fo emancipate aged 
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bring them toa relish for the true This description of the causes et 


enjoyment of life, as far as they are imprudence may assist us to see in lu 
éapable of it. what prudence consists. There are reaes 
J remain, Sir, certain words in common use among =.o8 
Yours, with respect, Christian people, which have a piet} 
THE WORLD. general import or meaning: They the ¢ 
do not mean any particular grace actet 
which can be characteristically dis- — 
From the Connecticut Magazive. tinguished from all others ; but in a ol th 
practice, whichis the result of a P 

FQ FER FETC. sound understanding, and the uni- dom 
Sin, form exercise of a Christian temper. gene 
I am a Christian professor, and In this class of words we find ho- ee 
have hoped myself to be sincere ; liness, wisdom, prudence, and sev- Chri 
yet have often been charged with eral others of great practical signifi- : , 7 

imprudence. Sometimes, I have cance. a . 
been convinced the charge was just; Holiness is a conformity to God » ry 
at-others, I have not seen it to be so. and his law, and implies all the mor- al | 
I have studied much, without suc- al virtues and Christian graces. fooc 

eess, to find in what the grace of Where we are certain of the exer- a t 
Christian prudence consists, and how cise of one grace we may be certain , mn 
we may always conduct discreetly? of the principle from which all gra- ai 
If you can give me an answer to ces proceed. Holiness is the char- nese 
these questions, it will much oblige acter in which man was created, but Peek 
ene of your constant readers. was lost by the apostacy; is restor- a 

A. B. T. ed by the renewing influences of the on bs 

' spirit, and is a fountain within the 

soul, inwrought and supported by the und 

Answer to the Letter of A. B. T. Spirit of God, from which alt the ho- well 

| ly exercises, employments and bles- my? 

Sir, sedness of heaven will flow. It is “A 

Your request to be informed in therefore a word of general signifi- dent 

what the grace of Christian prudence cation. his | 

consists, and how we may always Wisdom is another word much u- ten 

conduct with discretion, cannot be sed by the sacred writers, and of and 

answered explicitly ; and if it were similar general import. As defined that 

done in the most perfect manner that by some of our best lexicographers — 

is possible, innumerable persons it isthe power of judging rightly; =e 

would not understand. What the to which, perhaps they ought to have le 

world call imprudence often arises added, “and the disposition,” of judg- ~ 

| from an imperiect intellect,forwhich, ing rightly ; for it is hard teconceive “on 

i it is possible, the person may not be how any power whatever, without a nen 
‘fe guilty ; from a sinful heart, which, disposition to use it, will lead any zeal 
nat with its consequences, are always person to a wise conduct. page 
ies! forbidden ; and from an ignorance By the moral writers, wisdom has ste. 
att ef human nature, which is the result been defined, “ that discretion, poe 
> ie either of a weak understanding, or which enables men to perceive what 
; ue inattention to the events of nature, is fit. to be done according to the =a 
e providence, and the seciety m which circumstances of time, place an¢é ies 
h we live: action.” - 
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In the word of God, wisdom hath 
a more exalted signification, and 
is occasionally used to express true 
piety, the essence of moral virtue, 
the doctrines of the gospel, the char- 
acter of our blessed Redeemer, and 
even the incommunicable pertections 
of the Godhead. 

Prudence has been defined, ‘* wis- 
dom applied to practice,” and for a 
gencral definition, perliaps a better 
cannot be given. 

The holy seriptures describe 
Christian prudence by a number of 
its effects. ‘* A prudent man cover- 
eth shame,” he is not a tale-bearer, 
and revealeth not secrets where no 
vood can accrue either to the public 
or to individuals from publishing 
them. 

‘A prudent man dealeth with 
knowledge.”? Ee determineth not 
on suspicion or evil jealousy, but 
trom a certain knowledge of the facts 
on which his judgment is founded. 

“The wisdom of the prudent is to 
understand his way, and he looketh 
well to his going,” He acts not, in 
any case, without consideration.— 
‘‘ He that regardeth reproof is pru- 


dent:’”? He hath such command of 


his own spirit, that he can bear pa- 
tiently the voice of his reprovers 
and even of those who revile him, 
that he may thereby understand and 
amend his faults. ‘* A prudent man 
loreseeth evil, and hideth himself.” 
He foreseeth at a distance, the con- 
sequences of his own and others’ ac- 
tions ; he will not provoke iniquity, 
neither will he through a misjudged 
zeal do evil that good may come ; 
ueither will he put to hazard a great- 
er interest that he may come into 
possession of one which is smaller. 
These with many other valuable 
inaxims, are found in the holy scrip- 


tures, descriptive of the effects ef 


prudence. 
©na subject ef so general a na- 
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ture, and asa means of ceming to 
the point of enquiry it may not be 
improper to describe how the words 
prudence and are used in the. 
common language of mankind, and 
applied to particular persons, char- 
acters and things. In the sense of 
the world, persons of the following 
description are called prudent. Those, 
who by a careful government of their 
tongues escape the contentions which 
arise from tale-bearing: Those whe 
carefully pay their debts, thereby 
escaping the destructive costs of the 
law: ‘Those, who in proper seasom 
provide for such wants of their fam- 
ilies, as it may be foreseen will hap- 
pen: The avaricious are called pru- 
dent, when they are thrifty and re- 
trench their expenditures within their 
income ; and the ambitious, when 
they manage so cautiously as to have 
the good will of all parties. In the 


.worldly use of the word, prudence 


doth not certainly mean any thing 
more than dexterous management, 
under the influence ofthe most selfish 
and hypocritical principles. 

But our enquirer calls us to a 
higher subject, “‘ What is Chris- 
tian prudence, and how may I al- 
ways act discreetly? From the re- 
sult of our past remarks it appears 
that prudence, even in the loose 
sense of the word, proposes some ob- 
ject that is valuable, either for this 
or another world. A man is never 
called prudent, who by crimes has- 
tens himself to the place of exeeu- 
tion ; and as it proposes some end 
which the world calls valuable, so it 
endeavors to effect this by means, 
which are not shameful. 

Christian prudence proposes to it~ 
self the most glorious ends of action, 
and endeavors to effect them in the 
most direct and satisfactory way : 
In these respects itis not distinguish- 
able irom wisdom. Christian pru- 
dence is the right modification of 
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all our actions for the glorv of God 
and the well being of mankind. 
Christian prudence proposes to it- 


‘self the highest ends, the most glori- 
‘ous objects, the declarative honor of 


the Almighty, the happiness of his 
creatures, ‘and our own personal 


good in subordination to these great- 


er ends. 

A prudent temper is the result of 
all the Christian graces im exercise, 
with the right government-of all our 
passions and appetites. If the sin- 
ful passions of Christians are pre- 
deminant, if they act without knowl- 


‘edge, or if they have become cold 


in the service of their Lord, they 
will be guilty of imprudence. 
Further, It hath always been ob- 
served, that there is a natural differ- 
ence in the charactersoi men : Some 
‘are more and others less intelligent ; 
somie have a strange dexterity, of 
which others are wholly destitute in 


‘discerning the motives and ends of 


those with whom they have any 
connections and of foresceing the 
consequences of human action, eith- 
er in themselves or others ; some are 
deeply studious and contemplativ e, 

while others are transient and _ fickle 
in all their conceptions and purpo- 
ses; some are irascible, and others 
calm and sedate. ‘All these have been 
called natural differences of the hu- 
man character, and from what they 
originate, whether natural structure 
of body or mind, from education or 
from some’ minor Circumstance in the 
‘condition of men, it is not necessa- 
ry for our present point todetermine. 

‘These natural variations have a 

great and sometimes an unmanage- 
-able influence in the formation of an 
imprudent character. 

The sanctifying grace ot God doth 
‘not wholly remove these natural va- 
-vieties of character. “Paul was the 

rational and abstruse ; Peterthe pas- 
sionate and sudden; ‘and John the 
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melting and beloved as much aitei- 
wards, as they were before they 
heard of our Saviour’s name. 

Infinite power could form instru- 
ments to complete all the purposes 
of infinite wisdom and goodness. So 
it is at the present day. Keligion 
consists ina moral state of heart, and 
we must not expect that all good men 
will have the same natural disposi- 
tions, or that grace will remove their 
variety of character. All men have 
their besetting sins; neither must we 
expect a peculiar. liableness to these 
will be wholly overcome. Chris- 
tians, when they endeavor to ac‘ 
conscientiously, will sometimes be 
imprudent in the view of their breth- 
ren. We do not, without more ¢tace 
than is commonly given, see eye to 
eye. 

But shall this distinction let down 
the door of conscience and destroy 
the power of truth? By no means. 
Shall natural differences of charact- 
er destroy moral obligation, or the 


‘ground on which it stands? This 


cannot be admitted. Although it be 
dificult to determine, in every in- 
stance, what Christian prudence is, 
on account of a variety in attending 
circumstances ; yet it always im- 
plies the following things. 
A principle ot “obedience to God, 
a love of his law,a desire to advance 
his glory and the good of our fellow 
men, a careful government of our 
own passions and appetites, with ai 
endeavor to obtain information, on 
every matter of importance, before 
we either judge or act decisively. 
Christian prudence therefore im- 
plies integrity of heart. It is nota 
‘grace exercised distinctly and by it- 
self injudging and acting ; but a resul! 


‘of all the graces, acting in thing? 


which relate to the well being of the 
present and a future Jife, under the 
direction of a sound understandin¢. 
and regulated by a competent know 
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eiige of human nature and the laws 
of duty. If the heart be wrong all 
must be wrong ; or if the heart be 
honest and the understanding incom- 
petent, or there be a great defect in 
a knowledge of human nature it must 
be expected that imprudent actions 
will ensue: Hence we see some 
well meaning persons plunging from 
ene to another scene cf imprudence : 
Here a door is opened for the exer- 
eise of Christian charity, and for 
obedience to our Saviour’s direction. 
‘ First cast out the beam out of thine 
own eye, and then shalt thou see 
clearly to cast out the mote, out of 
thy brother’s eye.’’ After all there 
are some instances, in which it is 
dificult to determine between pru- 
dence and imprudence. 

The second question of the en- 
quirer is, ** And how shall [ always 
act discreetly and wisely ?” All men 
have reason, at some hours, to la- 
ment their imprudence either in 
words or actions. ‘ There is not a 
just man on earth, who doeth good 
apd sinneth not.” Still, there are 
certain rules for a prudent conduct, 
which every Christian should duly 
consider. 

Never judge in matters above your 

knowledge. Nothing is more pleas- 
ing to natural pride than to think 
ourselves capable of judging in all 
matters ef doctrine, discipline and 
practice ; whereas, many Christians, 
through ignorance or other causes, 
are incapable of judging correctly. 
An unsuitable opinion of this kind, 
joined with a zeal not according to 
knowledge, will lead to many rash 
judgments. It is not uacommon to 
find these among people who have 
little doctrinal knowledge, less ex- 
perience, and still less acquaintance 
vith men. ‘Judge not that ye be 
hot judged,” is a maxim of high im- 
portance for the prudent diregtion of 
Auman life, 
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2dly, Never act under the influ- 
ence of appetite and passion. Both 
appetites and passions are necessa- 
ry for the perfection of our natures. 
So long as they are under the control 
of reason they are innocent; but 
having overleaped this bound, they 
lead to all manner of criminal and 
imprudent conduct. No man can 
act prudently in the phrenzy of pas- 
sion, or is fit company for a ration- 
al creature, when the appetites, 
which are common to him with 
the brutes, govern his conduct. 
The hour of passion is always an 
hour of umprudence; it is the hour 
of a madman, in which he casteth 
about firebrands, arrows and death, 
and saith ‘‘am I not in sport?” 

3dly, Remember that for every 
action and word, however idle they 
may be, we must give an account 
before God. ; 

A sense of the juidgmenf we all 
have to pass before the bar of God, 
is one of the best excitements to 
Christian practice. This being lost, 
the sinner will become notorious in 
vice, and the Christian lax in every 
duty of his profession. Those who 
do not habitually expect to answer 
before God, will neither treat the 
persons of men decently nor their 
reputations and interests justly.— 
Therefore, to conduct with Christian 
prudence, we ought habitually to 
remember that all our words and 
actions will be brought into judg- 
ment. 

4th. A sense of the omniscience 
and omnipresence of God is neces- 
sary for Christian prudence. We 
say necessary for prudence, but 
there is no need of this limitation, 
for it is necessary for all Christian 
conduct. When a due apprehen- 
sion of the presence and knowledge 
of God are lost, we become exposed 
to the full force of every temptation 
frem abroad, and every passion from 


—— 
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within our own breasts. IfGod were 
not all present the universe could 
neither be sustained or governed ; 
and if some sense of the truth be not 
preserved in created minds, there 
can be no virtue, obedience or 
Christian practice. If, before speak- 
ing or acting, every person thought 
as Jacobdid, ‘** How dreadful is this 
place ! this is none other but the 
house of God,” the place of his pres- 
ence, there would be far less impru- 
dence than we now see in the world. 
Sth Prudence of conduct always 
hath some relation to others, It is 
that virtuous practice directed in 
the law, ‘* thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself.” Prudence and im- 
prudence, in the sense we are now 
considering the subject, have some 
relation to other men; at least they 
are considered as being judges to 
whom we are amenable. ‘Therefore 
to act prudently it is necessary we 
should have true apprehensions of 
men’s rights and that the happiness 
of our neighbor is as valuable as our 
ewn. So long as we undervalue the 
good of others, there is the highest 
temptation to treat them imprudent- 
ly; and from smaller acts of i impru- 
dence the highest acts of injustice 
will proceed. 
6th. Whoever would act prudent- 
ly must call on the name of the 
Lord. Theexperience of all Chris- 
tians is a witness for the benefit of 
prayer. ‘* The Lord is nigh to all 
that call upon him; to all that call 
upon him in truth. He will fulfill 
the desire of them that fear him. 
He will also hear their cry and save 
them.” ‘OQ Lord, I know that the 
way of man is not in himself: It is 
not inman that walketh to direct his 
steps. O Lord, correct me, but with 
ihy judgment; not in anger, lest 
thou bring me to nothing.” These 
words of inspiration teach us both 
the propriety and efficacy of prayer 


to God that he would direct our 
steps, and preserve us wherein we 
are unable to keep ourselves. Cer- 
tainly it is a truth, that those whe 
neglect prayer will not act with 
Christian prudence. ‘They may be 
the children of the world, who are 
wise in their generation for present 
things, but are not wise to eternal 
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A TESTIMONY TO THE HOLY BIBLE, 
BY THE LATE REV. AND LEARNED 
ARCH BISHOP SECKER. 


“Tne Bible is not indeed a plan ot 
religion delineated with minute accura- 
cy to iustruct men, as in something al- 
together new, or to excite a vain admi- 
ration and applause: but it is some- 
what unspeakably more great and no- 
ble, comprehending, in the : grandest and 
most magnificent order, along with ev- 
ery essential of that plan, the various 
dispensations of God to mankind, from 
the formation of this earth to the con- 
summation of all things. Other books 
may afford us much entertainment and 
instruction: may gratify our curiosi- 
ty,—may delight ofr imagination,—may 
improve our understanding,—may cali 
our passions——may exalt our senti- 
ments,—may even improve our hearts ; 
—but they have not, they cannot have, 
that authority in what they affirm, is 
what they promise and threaten, that 
the Scriptures have. ‘There is a pecu- 
liar weiglit and energy in them, which 
is not to be found in any other writing: 
Their denunciations are more awful, 
their convictions stronger, their conso- 
lations more powerful, their counsels 
more authentic, their warnings more 
alarming, their expostulations mor 
penetrating. There are passages in 
them throughout so sublime, so pathet- 
ic, full of such energy and force upon 
the heart and conscience, yet without 
the least appearance of labour and study 
. for that purpose ; indeed, the design cf 

the whole is so noble, so well suited t 
the sad condition of human kind, the 
morals have in them such purity am 
dignity, the doctrines, so many of the!’ 
above reason, yet so perfectly reco! 


cilable with it, the expression is so mi 
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iestic, yet familiarized with such easy 
simplicity, that the more we read and 
tudy these writings with pious dispesi- 
tions and judicious attention, the more 
we shall see and feel the hand of God in 
them.” 


From the Evangelical Magazine. 


REMARKS ON THE PIETY OF PRIMI- 
TIVE CHRISTI ANS,COLLECTED FROM 
THE YOCTRINE AND THE HISTORY 
@F THE SCRIPTULES. 


On this subject it is proposed to 
eollect and arrange what the inspi- 
sed writers have recorded, concern- 
ing those who first named the name 
éf Christ, and publicly devoted 
themselves to his cause and interest 
in the world, 

From the sacred records it appears 
that the primitive Christians were 
eminently pious, and lived under an 
habitual sense of the divine presence. 
It is said ** that they walked in the 
fear of the Lord.” This supposes 
an habitual sense of the presence of 
God. Most men under the gospel 
believe that God fills all places with 
his presence, and there are few, who 
are so stupid as never to have a sol- 
emn sense of the being and omni- 
presence of the Deity. Every lit- 
tle while some uncommon event, 
some signal dispensation of Provi- 

dence, suggests to almost every per- 
son, that he is under the eyes and 
actually in the presence of God. But 
walking in the fear of the Lord im- 
plies a more contant sense of the di- 
vine presence and pertections. ‘The 
primitive Christians were in the 
tear of the Lord all the day long, 
and always set God before their 
eyes. They maintained a deep sense 
of his all seeing and heart searching 
eye, in all their daily concerns, 
whether of a secular or religious na- 
ture. ‘They lived in the habit of 
seeing God, not only in storms and 
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Ho 


tempests, and public and private 


calamities, but in the common 
course of his Providence. They re- 
alized his smiles and frowns, in eve- 
ry good they enjoyed and in every 
evil they suffered. ‘They saw the 
finger of God and the displays 
of his perfections in all the common 
objects with which they were con- 
stantly surrounded. They felt that 
they lived in God’s world in which 
he dwelt and governed every event. 
A}l those things which hid God from 
the view of other men, brought him 
into their view. — So that wherever 
they went, and under whatever cir- 
cumstances they were placed, their 
minds were duly made solemn with 
a pleasing, filial, reverential fear oi 
the Divine Being. Like Noah, they 
walked with God. Like Moses, they 
lived as seeing him who is invisible. 
Their minds were habitually fixed 
on God, the greatest and most glo- 
rious being ; and ‘surely ‘such per- 
sons musthave beeneminently pious. 
God is the proper object ofall devout 
and pious affections. It is in view 
of him that saints exercised all that 
love, fear, faith, hope, trust, sub- 
mission, joy and rejoicing, which is 
truly of a spiritual and divine na- 
ture. ‘There is nothing, therefore, 
so conducive to the increase of holy 
affections as a real, habitual sense of 
the presence and perfections of God. 
So long, theretore, as the primitive 
Christians walked in the fear of 
the Lord, their minds must have 
been solemn, their hearts warm 
and devout, and all’ their holy affec- 
tions in lively exercise. 

They habitually placed their views 
and affections upon invisible and e- 
ternal objects. Walking in the fear 
of the Lord, or living under a silita~ 
ble sense -of his being and periec- 
tions, would naturally bring the 
scenes and objects of eternity into 
view. When Ged appears near, e- 
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ternity always appearsa near and 
important reality. It was natural, 
therefore, for the primitive Chris- 
tians, who lived near to God, to feel 
themselves near to eternity, and to 
fix their views and affections upon 
its great and glorious objects and 
scenes.—Accordingly, this is the ac- 
count which isgivenofthem: ‘They 
looked not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not 
seen; for the things which are seen 
are temporal; but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.” —* They 
walked by faith, not by sight.”— 
‘*They bad their conversation in 
heaven.” They habitually believ- 
ed the glorious state, where holy be- 
ings are collected, and made per- 
fectly happy, in the love and enjoy- 
ment ofGod. Their ‘hearts ascended, 
and united and conversed with them, 
while praising and glorifying God 
and the Lamb. Hence; it is said, 
‘* That being risen with Christ,they 
sought those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth at the right hand 
ofGod: and that they set. their af- 
fections on things above, not on 
things on the earth.” Their views, 
desires and affections centered in 
holy and heavenly objects. . They 
knew the thin partition between 
time and eternity, and lived by 
that faith which makes future things 
present, and invisible things visible. 
it was common for them to have 
such transporting views of eternal 
objects, and invisible realities, as 
weaker Christians donot have. Such 
views of such objects must have 
been highly favorable to a life of 
eminent piety. » A sense of eternity 
fills the mind with great and solemn 
and most affecting ideas. . No per- 
son can look on eternity, without a 
strong sensibility .of one kind or a- 
nother; and good men cannot do it 
without having. their hearts deeply 
impressed. . ‘The primitive Chris- 
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tians daily lived as walking on the 
verge of the invisible and eternal 
world. This must have nourished 
every pious affection of their hearts, 
and drawn forth love, and hope, and 
joy, and every devout and heaven- 
ly desire towards holy and eternal 
objects. 

They were habitually detatched 
and weaned from the’ world. — And 
this was a natural consequence of 
their living under a sense of eterni- 
ty. Inthe view of eternity, all the 
objects of time lose their lustre, and 
sink into their proper vanity and 
insignificance. This al] men find to be 
true by experience. ‘Those who 
are the most fond of the world, and 
the things of the world, feel them 
all to be trifles, and unworthy of 
their attention, when they lie on the 
verge of time, in their own view, 
or when they happen to have aclear 
sense of the eternal world. They 
appear to saints in the same light in 
other circumstances. The primi- 
tive Christians, therefore,. bad as 
true a sense of the vanity of the world, 
as they had of. the presence of 
God, and of eternal life. Hence they 
are repfesented as setting light by 
all earthly objects. It is said, ‘*they 
were crucified to the world, and the 
world to them by the cross of Christ.” 
‘**Tho’ they were poor; yet they 
made many rich; and, though they 
had nothing; yet they possessed 
all things.” It is said, that “‘ they 
took the spoiling of their goods joy- 
fully, knowing that they had in heav- 
ena better and more enduring sub- 
stance.” .That ‘in their deep pov- 
erty they abounded in the riches of 
their liberality.” And, indeed, their 
whole history represents them as re- 
nouncjng the world, and the things of 
the world, as soon as they ernbraced 
Christianity.. They readily gave up 
every earthly enjoyment which stood 
in the way of their following Christ, 
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and promoting his causé and interest 
in the world. Men ‘never give up the 
world treely and habitually ,until they 
have found a superior good. Hence a 
hearty and habitual rentnciation of 
the world is a mark of peculiar piety. 
The primitive Christians must have 
loved God and Christ and divine ob- 
jects much, or they would not other- 
wise have cheerfully renounced the 
men and thingsof the world,and taken 
up theircross,and lived a lite of great 
and constant self-denial. We think of 
the primitive Christians, a3 a numbet 
et poor, despised, seli-denied pil- 
grims and strangers, who were will- 
ing to suffer the loss of all things, that 
théy might win Christ, and be hap- 
py with him forever. It is difficult 
for us, at this day, to conceive a 
stronger mark of eminent piety,than 
that weanedness from the world, 
which the primitive Christians so 
strikingly displayed thro’ the whole 
course of their lives. 

Their eminent piety no less ap- 
peared in their peculiar attachment 
to the cause of Christ. They were 
so attached to religion, that they 
felt a peculiar love to all who man- 
ifested a peculiar regard to the gos- 
pel. The friends of Christ were 
their friends, and they loved them 
as their own souls. We read,— 
‘* The multitude of them that believ- 
ed were of one heart and one soul.” 
This was not a selfish, but a disin- 
terested affection. ‘They loved one 
another, because they were mutual- 
ly engaged to promote the kingdom 
ot Christ. Hence they united in 
their prayers and exertions to pro- 
mote the cause of Christ, by increas- 
ing the number of his true disciples. 
Accordingly it is said, “* Then they 
that gladly received the word were 
baptized—and, they continued sted- 
fastly in the Apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 
»nd in prayers; and fear came upon 


every soul; and the Lord added to 
the church daily such as should be 
saved.” ‘This practice continued, 
and was attended with the same 
happy consequence.’ For while all 
‘*the churches in Judea, and Galilee, 
and Samaria, walked in the tear of 
the Lord, and in the comfort of the 
Holy Ghost, they were multtplied.” 
We find, by the history of the prim» 
itive Christians, that they made it 
their chief business to promote the 
salvation of sinners, to enlarge the 
church of Christ, and in that way, 


remote his cause and kingdom in 


the world. This wasa strong evi- 
dence, that they really loved reli- 
gion, and had large measures of 
grace. Itis the same kind of evi- 
dence, that a man gives, that he is 
heartily pursuing any object, wher 
he is willing to exert himself, to pro- 
mote it, and has a peculiar affection 
to all who are equally engaged to 
attain it. The primitive Christians 
convinced the world, that religion 
was their grand object, to promote 
the cause of Christ was their main 
business, and to see it promoted was 
their highest joy. 

These ancient Christians constant- 
ly endeavoured to grow in grace. 
‘The more grace they possessed, the 
more they desired. It was an object 
with them to make advances in ho- 
liness, and to go forward instead of 
backward in religion. This idea is 
suggested in this text....“‘ Then had 
the churches rest thro t all Ju- 
dea, and Gallilee, and Samaria,and 
were edified.”’ They were built up 
in their most holy faith. They 
grew in grace, and became more 
and more conformed tothe moral 
image of God. ‘This is not strange. 

For, though the doors of the 
temple were shut against them, and 
they were driven into corners for 
fear of the Jews; yet they made 
their own houses a Bethel, where 
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they seriously and joyfully worship- 
ded God ina social manner. Instead 
of neglecting precious seasons and 
opportunities of public worship,they 
ran all hazards to enjoy them, 
and gladly heard the words of life, 
and received the truth in love. 
They lived by faith, and therefore 
felt their need of having the great 
ebject of faith continually set before 
them. What they heard did them 
good. As they desired the sincere 
milk of the word, so they grew 
thereby, and flourished under the 
influence of divine care and cultiva- 
tion. For they said, * ‘Though our 
outward man perish, yet the inward 
man is renewed day by day,” and 
** This one thing they did ; forget- 
ting those things which were behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things 
which were before, they pressed to- 
ward the mark,‘ for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus*” They were not satisfied 
with any present attainments in ho- 
liness ; but constantly hungered and 
thirsted aiter righteousness, that 
they might be filled with all the 
fullness of God. With such desires, 
and under such circumstances as 
they were placed, they must have 
made great progress in the divine 
life, and been eminently holy and 
devout, and fruitful Christians ; 
bringing forth some thirty, some six- 
ty, and some an hundred fold. 

To bring these remarks to a con- 
clusion —The primitive Christians 
lived in longing and ardent de- 
sires, after the enjoyments of heav- 
en. ‘They did not wish that they 
might be excused from entering soon 
into the world of glory and perfec- 
tion; but earnestly desired the 
time, when they might be permit- 
ted to leave this for a better state. 
While they lived, they had their 
conversation in heaven, and their 
hearts were there; detached from 
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all other phipetes they earnestly de- 
sired to possess the inheritance of 
the saints in light. Of this we have 
abundant evidence in the Scriptures, 
where their views and designs are 
clearly laid open. 

This was the language of their 
hearts, ‘* We reckon the suffering of 
the present time as not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall 
be revealed in us.’ ‘* We are per- 
suaded that neither life, nor death, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, 
which is ia Christ Jesus our Lord?’ 
‘* For we know that if our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissol- 
ved, we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens. For in this we 
groan, earnestly desiring to be cloth- 
ed upon with our house which is 
from heaven. For we that are in 


this tabernacle do groan, being bur- 


dened: not that we would be un- 
cloathed, but cloathed upon, that 
mortality might be swallowed up of 
lite. Now he that hath wrought us 
for the self same thing is God, who 
hath also given us the earnest of the 
spirit. We are confident,therefore, & 
willing rather to be absent from the 
body & tobe present with the Lord.” 
They believed ‘ that to live was 
Christ, and that to die was gain; and, 
therefore, “they were in a strait 
betwixt two, having a desire to de- 
part and to be with Christ, which was 
tar better.”” ‘These are not the ex- 
pressions of weak Christians ; but, 
of those strong in the faith, Weak 
Christians wish for a longer time te 
prepare for the great event of ex- 
changing worlds. They have so 
little communion with heaven, their 
conversation is so seldom there, and 
their attachments to present, visible 
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Lord's Day. 


‘berland and the adjacent counties, on 


temporal objects are so great, that 
they are often reluctant to leave this 
for a blessed eternity. 
ties were dissolved, and all these 
obstacles were remand from the 
hearts of the primitive Christians. 
They loved heavenly life so well, 
and were so well acquainted with 
its enjoyments and employments, 
that they ardently desired to be 
present with the Lord, and constant- 
ly employed in celebrating the rich- 
es of his grace towards themselves 
and others redeemed from amongst 
men. Such was the character of 
the pramtive Christians in Judea, 

Galilee, Samaria, and through the 
whole world. V.E. 


LORD'S DAY. 


ir is with great satisfaction we are 
able to state, that the excellent Report 
of our Legislature relating to the Lord’s 
day appears to have made a deep im- 
pression in various parts of the Com- 
ionwealth. In Essex, Middlesex, and 
Worcester counties, in Massachusetts 
Proper—and in Cumberland and Lin- 
coln, in the District of Maine, vigorous 
and systematic efforts are making to 
put a stop to violations of the Sabbath. 
New-Hampshire and Connecticut also 
are adding a powerful co-operation for 
promoting the same object. There 
seems to be a general and increasing 
corviction of the evil of sabbath-break- 
ing, and of the necessity of adopting 
decided measures for arresting it. ‘The 
laws of the Commonwealth on this sub- 
ject are such as every good man must 
approve. ‘They need only to be execu- 
ted. And we indulge the hope, that a 
sufficient impulse has been imparted to 
the moral feeling of the community to 
insure, in many parts at least, their reg- 
ular and faithful execution. 

We lay before our readers the Reso- 
lutions adopted by a Convention from 
numerous towns in Lincoln county, hol- 
den at Wiscasset, on the 17th of Nov. 
last; which are similar, as to their sub- 
stance, to those adopted by a Conven- 
tion at Portland, from towns in Cum- 





But all these - 
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the 10th of the same month. 


“* Resolved—That it be recommended 
to the friends of Religion of all denom- 
inations, and to all who are desirous of 
seeing the blessings of peace restored to 
our suffering country, to immediately 
associate in their respective towns and 
form themselves into societies for the 
discountenancing of notorious vices and 
particularly for suppressing within their 
several towns the profanation of the 
Sabbath, by unlawfal travelling, labour- 
ing or recreation on that day. 

Ani in erder that these objects may 
be accomplished as nearly in the mode 
recommended by the Legislature as cir- 
cumstances will admit, 

Resolved—That it be recommended te 
the town societies, to nominate and en- 
deavour to elect to the offices of ‘T'yth- 
ingmen and Constables in their respec- 
tive towns a sufficient number of such 
discreet and benevolent men, as they 
can have assurance will faithfully and 
judiciously discharge their duties, and 
that these societies pledge themselves te 
the officers to aid, countenance and sup- 
port thei in the discharge of these du- 
ties. 

That it be recommended to each of 
the town societies to choose a Commit- 
tee whose duty it shall be to meet with 
their Tythingmen and Constables from 
time to time and consult with and ad- 
vise them in the discarge of their du- 
ties ;—T hat it shall also be the duty of 
the town Committee aforenamed to cor- 
respond with the central Committee 
hereafter named, and to communicate 
to them the name of every individual 
who shall be complained of in their 
town for breach of the sabbath, provi- 
ded such individual continue wilful and 
incorrigible in his guilt ; and particu- 
larly the name and place of abode of 
such common carrier, teamster, or trav- 
eller, as shall be unlawfully passing 
through the county on the Sabbath, 
order that his name may be made se Ma n 
to other towns through which he may 
probably pass, and also to societies in 
the county to which he may belong. 


That the town societies be requested 
as soon as they shall be formed to send 
a list of their members and the time of 
their organization to the central Com- 
mittee, and annually a similar report 
dated on the first Monday of Mays 
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adding thereto the names of the Tyth- 
ingmen and Constables of their towns 
and also of their Grandjurymen for the 
year. And itis recommended for the 
sake of uniformity, that the socicties 
now formed in the county and a}! which 
may hereafter be formed, have their 
annual meeting for choice of officers and 
other annual business on the first Mon- 
day of May, and that in the afternoon 
er evening of that day after attending 
to the business before them, there be a 
meeting for prayer and other religious 
exercises, by the members of the society 
and others who may choose to meet 
with them, that with one heart and one 
accord we may devoutly call upon the 
great Lorp of the Sabbath for his for- 
giveness of our sins and effectual bless- 
ing on our endeavours to serve him. 

Also, Resolred—That there be cho- 
sen at this meeting fifteen persons to be 
a central committee, of whom any five 
meeting in Wiscasset for business shall 
be a quorum, whose duty it shall be to 
correspond with similar Committees in 
other counties, also to correspond with 
and communicate advice and instruc- 
tions to the town Committees; and ge- 
nerally to superintend the interests of 
the convention and to promote uniform 
activity in the system now adopted ; and 
they shall continue in office till others 
are chosen in their stead. 

That there be an annual meeting of 
this convention to be holden at such 
time and place as may be previously 
agreed upon, to which all the citizens of 
the county who reverence the hely 
Sabbath are invited as members; and 
that at each annual meeting there shall 
be a Sermon preached, and a contribu- 
tion solicited for the purpose of printing 
the same, and also of procuring other 
useful pamphlets and tracts, for gratuit- 
ous distribution—and it is recommended 
that the first annual meeting be holden 
at Wiscasset on the day of the sitting of 
the Supreme Judicial Court in June 
next. 

Resolved—Also, as the sense of this 
convention that the travelling of public 
stages on the Sabbath in a Christian land 
is highly indecorous, and that in con- 
nection with the distribution of the 
mail on that day, and the neglect of pub- 
lic worship and other evils which it pro- 
duces, it is become an alarming sin in 
eur country, and calls loudly for redress ; 
nor can we with any reasonable hope 
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of acceptance, pray for the blessing of 
Gop upon our arms or enterprises, 
while as a nation we openly sanction 
the profanation of his Sabbath in this 
manner and thus countenance the vices 
it produces. 

These resolutions, containing the out- 
lines of a system of measures to be adopt- 
ed in the county were then considered 
by the convention, and it was voted unas 
nimously to accept them.” 


Art the Portland Convention the form 
ef a petition to Congress. was adopted, 
copies of which have been circulated 
through the District for subscription, 
praying that honorable body to take 
measures for preventing in future the 
opening of the mail on the Lord’s Day 
for the distribution of newspapers and 
letters, 

Similar petitions have been circulated 
in all the New-England states, and 
throughout the extensive bounds of the 
Presbyterien Church in the middle and 
southern states. 

We know not what may be the re- 
sult of this great and extensive effort ; 
but whether successful or not, we rejoice 
that it has been made. The petitioners 
at least have done their duty ; and will 
no longer be chargeable with the guilt 
of one of those national sins, which have 
brought down on us the judgments of 
Heaven. 


From the National Intelligencer. 
[COMMUNICATED. | 


I would recommend to the atten. 
tion of the people of the United 
tates, and more especially to the 
citizens of Washington, the follow- 
ing extract from the 17th chapter of 
the Prophecies of Jeremiah : 


19. Thussaith the Lord unto me, go 
and stand in the gate of the children of 
the people; whereby the kings of Judah 
come in, and by the which they go out, 
and in all the gates of Jerusalem ; 

20. And say unto them, Hear ye 
the word of the Lord, ye Kings of Ju- 
dah, and all Judah, and all the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem, that enter in by 
these gates : 
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®{!. Thvs saith the Lord, Take heed 
to yourselves, and bear no burden on 
the Sabbath day, nor bring it in by the 
gates of Jerusalem : 

22. Neither carry forth a burden 
out of your houses on the Sabbath day, 
neither do ye any work; but hallow ye 
the Sabbath day, as 1 commanded your 
fathers. 

23. But they obeyed not neither in- 
clined their ear, but made their neck 
stiff, that they might not hear, nor re- 
ceive instruction. 

24. And it shall come to pass, if ye 
diligently hearken unto me, saith the 
Lord, to bring in no burden through 
the gates of this city on the Sabbath day, 
but hallow the Sabbath day, to do no 
work therein; 

25. Thea shall there enter into the 
gates of this city kings and princes sit- 
ing upon the throne of David, riding in 
eariots and on horses, they, and their 
princes, the men of Judah, and the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem: and this city 
shall remain forever. 

26. And they shall come from the 
cities of Judah, and from the places 
about Jerusalem, and from the land of 
Benjamin, and from the plain, and froin 
the mountains,and from the south, bring- 
ing burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and 
meat offerings, and incense, and bring- 
ing sacrifices of praise unto the house 
of the Lorp. 

27. But if ye will not hearken unto 
me, to hallow the Sabbath day, and not 
to bear a burden, even entering in at 
the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath 
day ; then will I kindle a fire tm the gates 
thereof, and ii shall decour the palaces of 
Jerusalem, and it shail not be quenched. 


Let our Sunday markets, the mar- 
keting and trafficking i in our streets, 
and from house to house throughout 
the day, our open grog shops, with 
the scenes of horrible blasphemy and 
drunkenness exhibited at them, on 
this day aove all others, by the idle 
profligate and profane of all colors, 
ages, and sexes—Let the dinner and 
evening parties, the visiting, riding, 
and parties of pleasure of the rich and 
higher classes of society-—let the 
general neglect of the ordinances of 
Go.l among all classes-——let all these 
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things witness, whether we have de- 
served and brought upon ourselves 
the judgments above denounced, and 
which we have lately witnessed. 

Workmen have often been em- 
ployed on the Sabbath day at the 
capitol to make some little conven- 
ience for Congress, though months 
passed away without even persons 
being employed to protect the capi- 
tol from injury.—Congress have of- 
ten held their deliberations on the 
Sabbath, though weeks of the same 
session have been spent without, the 
least progress in business. That 
capitol, the scene of these violations 
oi the express commands of God, is 
now in ashes. 

The clerks of the different Execu- 
tive departments have been frequent- 
ly called on to labor on the Sabbath 
day for despatch of public business, 
and many in very high stations have 
made a frequent, if not constant 
practice, of employing that day in 
business, visiting or pleasure. The 
offices where this business was con- 
ducted, are now in ashes. 

At the navy yard, the hands have 
often been paid to violate the Sabbath 
to work on the public vessels that 
were preparing forservice. ‘‘ A fire 
has been kindled in the gates there- 
of.” 

[t is time for rulers and people to 
look to these things. ‘The Jews sui- 
fered a seventy years hard and grie- 
vous captivity, for their idolatry and 
profanation of the Sabbath ; during 
which time their land had rest. The 
scriptures are given to us for exam- 
ple, for warning and for instruction— 
let us then take warning and be in- 


structed by them. OBSERVER. 


AMERICAN MISSIONARIES IN INDIA. 


THE last accounts from our missiona- 
ries were received bv the way of Eng- 
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land, about the first of September last. 

‘The latest date from Mr. Newell, was 
the 20th of the preceding December, at 
Columbo in the island of Ceylon; and 
from Messrs. Hall and Nott the 23d of 
the same month at Bombay. From these 
accounts, it appears that, in consequence 
of the jealousy of the British govern- 
ment in India, Messrs. Hall and Nott 
had been placed in very trying and em- 
barrassing circumstances, (in which 
they seem to have conducted with great 
prudence, meekness and firmness,) and 
that they had repeatedly been on the ve- 
ry point of embarking for England, in 
consequence of peremptory orders to thet 
effect. Akind Providence had however, 
as often interposed for their deliverance ; 
and there now appears great reason to 
hope that the mission will obtain a per- 
manent establishment at Bombay. It is 
probable that ere this Mr. Newell has 
joined the other missionariesat that place. 
During his residence in Ceylon, he has 
beenengaged in studying the Sangecrit, 
Hindoostanee and Persian languages,and 
has constantly preached once, twice or 
three times a week, to the English and 
half cast people, of whom he says, there 
are thousands in and about Columbo who 
stand in need of instruction, as much as 
the heathen. On the whole, these ac 
counts are more encouraging, than any 
which have yet been received. They af- 
ford great cause of thankfulness to God, 

and much reason to hope that he designs 
to make use of our missionaries in accom- 
plishing some important work in India. 


MAINE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Tuts society held its last annual 
meeting at Gorham, on the 22d day of 
June. From the report of the Trus- 
tees, it appears that during the past year 
they have employed six missionaries, 
who have spent sixty weeks in missiona- 
vy services. Their labors appear in se- 
veral instances, to have been attended 
with considerable success. After attend- 
ing to the report of the Trustees, the so- 
ciety proceeded to transact the annual 
business. The following persons were 
chosen its officers, for the ensuing year. 

Rev. Samuel Eaton, President. 


Rev. Eliphalet Gillet, Secretary. 
Rev. David Thurston, Assist. Sec’y. 
Mitchell,’ 


Hon. Ammi R. Treasurer. 





Maine Missionary Society—Society for Theological Education. 


TRUSTEES, 

The President, ex-oflicio, 

Rev. Jonathan Scott, 

Rey. Jotham Sewall, 

Rev. Eliphalet Gillet, 

Rev Jona. Ward, 

Rev. Kiah B: uy le N; 

Rev. Wm. Jenks, 

Rev. David Thurston, 

Rey. Edward Payson, 

Rey. Francis Brown, 

Rev. Asa Rand, 

The annual sermon was delivered by 
the Rev. Francis Brown of North Yar- 
mouth, from Psalm 72.16. There shall 
be an handful of corn in the earth, 
the top of ihe ipa i $4 
Shall shake like Lebanon. 
beer published. 

The committee appointed to audit 
the Treasurer’s accounts, reported that 
they were correctly cast and properly 
vouched, & that the balance in the trea- 
sury, was two hundred and twenty four 
dollars and sixty six cents. In addition 
to this, the following sums were received 
on the day of meeting : 

Donations, 571 11 

Assessments, 214 00 

Entrances & Assessments 23 00 

Making, together with the balance al- 
ready mentioned 1042 77 

A Resolve passed in the Society, that 
those who have been voted into the Se- 
ciety previous to the present annual 
meeting, and have not paid their en- 
trance, be allowed one year more to sig- 
nify their acceptance by paying their 
entrance money; and that such as do 
not thus signify their acceptance, before 
or at the next annual meeting, be con- 
sidered as declining to become members. 

The next meeting of the Society is to 
be holden at Buckstewn, in the Rey. 
Mr. Blood’s meeting house, on the four * 
W ednesday in June, 1815. Rev. As 
Lyman is appointed first preacher, dua 
Rev. Asa Rand second. 
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It has since 


SOCIETY FOR THEOLOGICAL EDUCa- 
TION. 


Tuts Society held it annual meeting 
at the meeting house of the Second Pa- 
rish, in Portland, on the 26th of Octo- 
ber last ; on which occasion a discourse 
was delivered by the Rev. Benjamin 
‘Tappan, of Augusta, from i. Cor. i, 21. 
For after that, in the-wisdem of God, the 
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ld by wisdom knew not God, it plea- 
ed God by le foolishness of preaching to 
ve them that believe. 
This Society had its origin among a few 
iends of Zion, who coutemplated with 
compassion the numerous towns and new 
settlements in the District of Maine, 
which are destitute of stated religions 
instructors. ‘They saw, that the har- 
vest was plenteous, but that prudent and 
hful laborers were few; and while 
they prayed, the Lord of the harvest to 
thius st forth laborers into his harvest, 
they resolved to use whatever means 
were in their power to prepare laborers 
for hisuse. They obtained an act of 
incorporation in February, 1812, and 
vere organized under it in June follow- 
ine. 
Though the Society is yet in its in- 
faney, it has already done seme thing fer 
benefit of the churches. Two, who 
have derived aid from its funds, have 
cently become ordained ministers ; and 
o others are now preac hing as inal 
i tes for settlement. At the last meet- 
ing, the Trustees voted assistance to four 
thor young gentlemen, of whom three 
remembers of Bowdoin College, and 
‘other is pursuing study under the di- 
ction of the Rev. Mr. Rand of Gor- 


We were struck by the appeal, which 
made by the preacher on the late 
‘sion, to the churches, as such, with 
ecard to the importance of their being 
cerned to furnish a supply of able 


ul faithful ministers. We beg leave to 
cond this seasonable appeal. Let the 
- es consider, that they are the nur- 
. ies, in which the ministers of Jesus 
re to be reared; let them listen to the 
’ v, which ts heard from almost every 
. arter of the District, Come over into 
h lucdonia and help us ; and let them be 
n cited to prayer, that God would raise 
J / their sons for prophets, and of their 


zmen for Naczarites, to the end that 
‘re may no longer be a deficiency of 
tors and teachers. 

OFFICERS 

Chosen for the ensuing year. 
Rev. Edward Payson, President, 
; Francis Brown, Secretary, 
: Hon. Ammi R. Mitchell, Treasurer. 
7 TRUSTEES. 
hev. Jesse Appleton, D. D. Presi- 


i t ; 
ut OF Bowd doin College, 


Socrety for Theological Education. 


Rev. Kiah Bayley, 
John Sawyer, 
Jonathan Ward, 
Eliphalet Gillett, 
Willliam Jenks, 
Asa Lyman, 
David Vhurston, 
Asa Rand, 
Benjamin Tappan, 

Rev. Reuben Nason, Auditor. 

The next annual meeting will be hold- 
en at Augusta, on the second Wednes- 
day in October, 1815, at nine o’clock 
A.M. The Rey. Dr. Appleton is ap- 
pointed to preach. 


A Summary View of the Slate of the 
Treasury. 

Money in the ‘Treasury previous to the 
last meeting, C212 Ww 
Amount of notes signed by those who 

have been aided by the socie ty, of 
which it is expected that aan one 
half will be paid, B15 00 
Contribution after Sermon 61 86 
Subscriptions and donations* received on 
the day of the meeting, and since that 
time to Nov. 22. 178 50 
767 64 
(Signed) AMMI R. MITCHEEL. 


Treasurer. 


A donation of nine dollars from a 
person unknown has been received, en- 
closed in a Jetter, apparently in a fe- 
male hand, of which the following is a 
copy : 

* Perhaps it may not be improper to 
mention, that the enclosed half eagle 
was given to a little boy by his grand 
mamma when an infant, and since that 
time has been carefully preserved in the 
hope of placing it ina situation to be ac- 
cumulating, that.if the child should dis- 
cover any taste for learning, it might 
help to purchase books or otherwise av 
sist in hiseducation. But as no oppor- 
tunity has yet presented favorable to 
this intention, nor seems likely to—it is 
now With the approbation of the donor, 
devoted to the purpose of aiding the be- 
nevolent designs of the Society for Theo- 
logical Education, of which you are 
Yreasurer. ‘The additional sum of §.4 
you will please to appropriate to the 
same use.” 
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BIBLE SOCIETIES. 
There are now in the United States 
sixty two Bible Societies, viz : 
In * e »-liampshire, 
Maine, 
Massachusetts, 
Vermont, 
Rhode-Tsland, 
Connecticut, 
New-York, 
New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 
Delaware, 
District of Columbia, 
Virginia, 
North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 
Georgia, 
Ohio, 
Kentucky, 
‘Tennessee, 
Mississippi Territory, 
Louisiana, 
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OBITUARY NOTICE, Kc. 


Newcastle, August 3d, 1814. 
Dear Mapa, 

I am happy in finding opportunity 
at length tocomply w ith y our request 
that I would favor you with some 
particulars respecting the Christian 
character of my late beloved Mrs. 
Hiale. 

Indeed, it was in Mrs. Hale’s Chris- 
tian character that 1 best knew her 
—Previous to her attention to religion 
my acquaintance with her was slight. 
Soon after we came to this place, she 
married and went westward to live. 
But a few years terminated her mar- 
ried state, and brought her back a- 
gain to N. I now renewed my 
acquaintance, in hope, mournful, 
changing circumstances, would lead 
her to fix her affections upon an un- 
changingGod. But this hope was not 
realized for a considerable time.—In- 
deed a sovereign God, chose a diffe- 
rent season, and other circumstances, 
whereby to bring her acquainted with 
himself. But as you are acquainted 
with the particulars which first ar- 


Bible Societies....Olniuary Notice of Mrs. Hale. 


rested her serious attention, J shal! 
pass them in silence and proceed to 
state her appearance after her mind 
was awakened. In the first conver- 
sn ion [ had with her, after she rea- 
lized her lost and undone state by 
nature, she remarked, that she had 
never till then, conceived, that her 
heart was so desperately wicked as 
she now knew it to be. 

During the season of her conviction 
J saw her often, and found that she 
was deeply wounded,—But her dis- 
tress, though pungent, was not of long 
coniinuance—a few weeks, and it 
pleased a Sovereign God to take the 
prey irom the mighty, by reconciling 
this enemy to himself, in bringing bet 
to accept of the punishment of her 
iniquities at his footstool—Here, hei 
feelings being brought into captivity 
to the obedience of C hrist, she felt 4 
quietude and peace of mind she ne: 
ver experienced before. 

Mrs. H. had not informed her mini 
respecting the doctrines of the gospe, 
but meant as she afterwards said, \ 
be ignorant of them, that she mig! 
avoid all perplexity and trouble 0 
the account. 

The day of her hopeful espouse 
to Christ, was to her a memoral 
day. She observed to me that ¢ 
the morning of it, she thought ogi 
sery, which would be eternal, 
begun. She believed that in | 
course of the day, she took up ! 
Bible as much as ten times to re# 
but that such was the agitation 2 
tumult of her mind, she could 
compose herself to read, so much! 
averse. Her opposition to div! 
truth was violent, and her feel 
tewards Christians, particularly = 
as were thought eminent, unkind. 
even malicious.—But the mom 
was fast approaching, when °°" 
reign power and mercy were 
triumph.—She went again inte” 
chamber, and notwithstanding ° 
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tormer attempts to read had been in 
vain, she took up the bible again, 
and read.—Know therefore, that God 
exacteth of thee less than thine ini- 
quity deserveth. Job xi. 6. She read 
the passage once, and again, and was 
contounded.——It seems that these 
words, were set home with power 
upon her soul. She paused, reflect- 
ed upon them, and became silent. 
Her will seemed bowed to the divine 
wiil, and the controversy between 
God and her heart ceased.—There 
Was a great calm in her bosom !— 
She bowed down and praised, rose 
and read further, while love and gra- 
titude warmed her heart. ‘*1 thought,” 
said she, as she related these exerci- 
ses, ‘* | felt something of the love John 
speaks of in one of his epistles to- 
wards the children of God, and long- 
ed to see some of them.” 

Soon after this [ saw her, and upon 
observing to her, that she appeared 
to be more composed, she replied I 
fear | am going to lose my convic- 
tions, I feel so different from what I 
ever did before. My mind is peace- 
ful and quiet, | have now no heart 
risings against God, or any of his 
children—but on the contrary, love 
to both, and this gives me satisiaction. 
Yet when I reflect how greatly I 
have sinned against a holy, good 
God, and what a sinner J still am, I 
tremble, lest | take comfort, when 
it does not belong to me. Itseems 
to me that of late I have conducted 
just like a stubborn child, whose wise 
and kind parent was correcting it for 
its good. Correction made me more 
refractory —every kind reproof the 
more opposed, till a stroke came 
which I could not repel. I yielded, 
and at the feet of Jesus, begged for 
mercy, & wanted to be reconciled to 
2 Sovereign God, as the little subdu- 
ed, stubborn child, wanted its pa- 
rent’s forgiveness and love, and wish- 
ed for reconciliation. 


The change effected, as we trust 
by sovereign grace and power, in the 
heart of Mrs. Hale, seemed more evi- 
dent, than in many who we have 
good reason to hope, are the children 
of God. 

It was in the summer of 1808, this 
hopeful change took place. From 
that time till she finished her course 
she appeared to be indeed, a new 
creature : and her practical language 
to be ** Lord, what wilt thou have 


me to do!” For the most part, she 


was favored with a steady hope in 
the mercy of her God, though she 
maintained it with great watchful- 
ness and much jealousy. 

In the autumn of this year she 
made a public profession of religion, 


and united herself to the branch of 


Christ’s Church in this place. And 
from that time till her death, which 
was five years, she adorned her pro- 
fession by an exemplary walk and 
conversation,making it her great aim 
to glorify God by being useful to the 
extent of her ability. 

About this time, the providence 
of God was heavy upon her father’s 
family in which she resided. Con- 
sumption with repeated strokes was 
lopping off its members, and finally, 
with its fair branches, laid one of the 
heads of it in the tomb. 

During this mournful season, the 
sick and afflicted of the family, re- 
ceived from the subject of this me- 
moir, every kind office, which the 
most sympathetic friendship could 
perform. In the chamber of sick- 
ness, and by the bed side of the dy- 
ing, where she was constantly found, 
her anxious countenance disclosed 
the concern of her soul, for the eter- 
nal weliare of her departing friends 
—over them she wept, and for theis 
salvation her earnest cries ascended 
to the throne of her God. But her 
condolence was not confined to the 
circle of her particular friends and 
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relations. She was a friend to 
the souls of the great family of 
man. She remembered the days of 
her vanity, and pitied poor sinners, 
while she trembled at their pros- 
pects. Mrs. Hale’s days of mourn- 
ing however were not many. She 
had taken leave of five beloved sis- 
ters, and followed a father to the 
grave, when symptoms of the same 
unrelenting disease were discovered 
in her. In the first stages of her eom- 
plaints she deemed them slight, 
thinking they might arise from fa- 
ticue and watching which she had 
endured for the sick—So her friends 
particularly her bereaved Mother, 

were willing to hope. But, God, 
all whose ways are periect, thought 
otherwise. ‘The spring of 1812, ad- 
vanced, but not with mild aspect, yet 
the pious invalid, inclined tojourney, 
hoping thereby torecover her health, 
so as to be a little useful, as she would 
frequently say, before she leit these 
mortal shores. Accordingly she went 
westward, and though her cough con- 
tinued, here spirits remained good, and 
she returmed in a few weeks with 
the fond hope of yet living to com- 
fort her friends in general, and of 
soothing the last moments of one in 
particular, who had long been look- 
ing for the hour of release. But the 
will of God was not so. Afier our 
hopes and fears, had fluctuated some 
considerable time, we were brought 
to fear that the hour of separation 
was not far distant. She had jour- 
neyed a second time in quest of what 
alas! she never found.—Health like 
all other blessings, when on the wing 
to depart, seems most valuable. On 
the pleasant morning, which gave to 
the dear deceased the brightest earth- 
ly hope, that was ever alter lighted 
up in her bosom, she remarked to a 
friend in W. at whose house she 
was, that she felt so much better, 
sbe thought she should visit her a- 
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gain. * Man appoints but God dis- 
appoints’—On that very day all 
her hopes of future usefulness perish- 
ed !—a blood vessel broke, and her 
expectations expired. As the event 
was sudden, it alarmed her conside- 
rably ; but she soon became compo- 
sed, so that ina few days she was 
able to ride, and returned to New- 
castle.—Alter this she rode out a lit+ 
tle, but her respiration becoming dif- 
ficult, she could not converse much. 
About this time the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper was administered, and 
notwithstanding ber very weak and 
exhausted state, she express’d strong 
desire to attend, and once more with 
her Christian friends partake of he 
symbols of Christ’s dying love. The 
day being pleasant, favored her de- 
sires.—She went to the house of the 
Lord, and sat at his table with great 
delight.—It was a solemn and affect- 
ing sight to see her, pale and emacia- 
ted, with feeble steps and panting 
for breath, take her seat, and reach 
forth her trembling hand to receive 
the sacred elements. 

To the appropriate divine songs, 
eung on the solemn oceasion, good 
old Simeon’s was added. How af- 
fecting when this stanza floated round 
the sanctuary? 

** Then while ye hear my heart strings 

break, 
‘* How sweet my minutes roll ; 

‘* A mortal paleness on my cheek, 

** And glory in my soul.” 

Such was her feebleness, we did 
not know, but that we should see he: 
ascend from the sacred spot, and 
mingle her notes with the redeemed 
around the throne. 

Her pastor remarked, that seeing 
her give this public token of her love 
and obedience to her Saviour’s dying 
command, he was willing to part with 
her and Jet her take her flight upward. 


But for holy and wise purposes her 
stay was to be a little protracted.— 











Tn a letter to an intimate friend, a 
day or two after this interesting sea- 
son, she remarks ** 1 was indeed gra- 
ciouslydealt with last Sabbath, God 
was kind and merciful, and greatly 
strengthened me, both in the inner 
and outward man, and gave me a 
ereater sense of the dying love of my 
Saviour, than | ever ha: : before. 
—lt was ¢ sail being there.”’ Seon 
this, she took her chamber, 
and her strength gradually declined. 
But her confidence in her God in- 
creased as her outward man decayed. 
As her diiliculty of conversing much, 
remained, she had recourse to her 
pen when she wanted to disclose 
some of her feelings to her friend. 
In some of these communications, 
che thus expresses herself. ‘‘ Just 
now, I was about to sav, O! that it 
were With as in months past, 
when I could visit my friend and 


dear 


alter 


me, 


4 


converse with her upon things eter- 


nal. But I check the thought, lest 
| seem discontented, which I am 
not. I am indeed grieved the 


luke-warm state of many professors 
ie me. Is there not reason to 
tear, that of many, very many, God 
i ‘i say, so then because thou art luke- 

irm, and neither cold nor hot I will 
sue thee out of my mouth?” Tn the 
last letter she wrote, which was but 
a few days before she departed for 
‘ that country, from whose bourne no 
traveller returns, she very particular- 

y laments the low state of religion a- 
ny mgst us, and expresses much grief 
that professors are generally so back- 

rard about conversing on religion, 
and after expressing her concern on 
that account, and her desires that it 
tight be otherwise, she concludes 
With these words—** Blessed be God 
for the L£OO0R ' hog pe through Jesus Christ 
our Lord! 


The last few days of Mrs. Hale’s 
lie 4 


ile, seemed marked with great de- 
eility 


” ‘ } : 
. rather than much pain. tn 
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this state, she could scarcely speak. 
She never had those rapturous views 
with which some are favored, but a 
cheering hope beamed on her mind, 
and we trust light shone through the 
dark valley, to the throne of her God. 

When her afflicted mother an- 
nounced to her the approach of the 
last enemy, she received the intelli- 
gence without dismay—As she was 
in possession of her reason, though 
unable to speak,her solicitous parent 
wished to know whether, she could 
now venture her all upon Christ, and 
receive a token of continued trust. 

This was on Friday morning, Oc- 
tober 8th, 1815. 

‘A geutle sigh, her heart strings broke, 

** We searce could say, she’s gone, 

‘¢ Before her ransom’d spirit took 

‘* Its station near the throne.’ 

The following Sabbath, her re- 
mains were conveyed to the family 
tomb, when a sermon was delivered 
by her affectionate pastor from Phil. 
i. 21. T'o die is gaan. 

Though Mrs. Hale appeared in 
the chamber of sickness, and on the 
bed of death, like the Christian, it is 
from her life, we gather the strong- 
est evidence of her having the reli- 
gion of Christ. ‘ By their fruit ye 
shall know them,” said our Saviour. 
This certainly is the best criterion 
whereby to judge of characters—and 
as Mrs. Hale evinced in her Christian 
character a love to the character, law 
and commands of Jehovah, by a 
promptness to every good work, and 
engagedness in the cause of the 
dear Redeemer, we have reason to 
believe, that she was a subject of di- 
vine grace, and that the spirit 
which led to such exercises, and en- 
joyments and practice, was the spi- 
rit of Christ, which was in her, yea, 
and did abound.—The doctrines of 
the bible were precious to her soul. 
She had a mor mi relish, or taste for 


1; 


divine truths. e loved the holy 
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Sabbath, and greatiy delighted in it. 
And as the Sabbath was her delight, 
the worship and ordinances of the 
sanctuary made part of her best en- 
joyments.—She loved the ministers 
of Christ. and esteemed them highly, 
for their works sake. She loved the 
Missionary cause, and thought it the 
duty of Christians to do what they 
could to support it. And what she 
thought others ought to do, she felt 
herself bound in particular to per- 
form. She pitied poor heathens and 
longed to have the Bread ot lite im- 
aited to them, consequently to hear 
of the conversion of any of them, 
gave her great joy. The worth of 
the soul in her view, was inestima- 
ble. She was remarkably industri- 
ous—and this disposition being sanc- 
tified by divine grace, led her to 
great diligence, so long as her strength 
remained. * | think it duty to w ork” 
she would often say, “ but I do not 
want to work to get any thing to lay 
up, but I want something to lay out, 
for my dear Master in his cause.” 
Mrs. H. was examplary in her 
dress,—and had rather prepare gar- 
ments for the needy, than have va- 


rious changes of raiment in her 
ward-robe.—Indeed, she joved re- 
figion—and, like her Divine Mase 
ter, delighted in doing good. 

Time in her view was precious. 
She was careful how she spent it. 
She loved the society oi her 
friends, and was possessed of the so- 
cial teelings, but, was opposed to 
giving, or receiv’ng Visits in parties, 
she believed it to be prejudicial to 
the growth of religion and that it 
weakened the affections of the triend- 
ly heart. 

[ have now, my friend, 
the character of one, wiio we trust 
is with God. What she was, God 
by his sovereign grace made her to 
be. li there is any trait in the char- 
acter, you think you may derive ad- 
vantage from, fix your eye upon it, 
and look to Him for a blessing, with 
whom is the residue ot the spirit. 

“* The saint, like the lilly shall flourish 

asain 

‘“‘ For life in the root shall forever re- 

main.’ 
With sentiments of affection and 
esteem, I am, dear Madam 
Yours, &c. N. 


given you 
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THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM. 
From the remains of H. K. White. 


“Wen marshall’d on the nightly plain, 
The glitt’ring host bestud tbe sky ; 
One star alone, of all the train, 
Can fix the sinner’s wand’ring eye! 


Hark! hark! to God the chorus breaks, 


From ev’ry host,—from ev’ry gem; 
But one alone, the Saviour speaks,— 
It is the Star of Bethlehem! 


Once on the raging seas I rode, 
The storm was loud, the night was 
dark, 
The ocean yawn’d, and rudely blow’d 
The wind that toss’d my foundering 
bark. 


Deep horror then my vitals froze : 
Death-struck, I ceas’d the tide to 
stem ; 
When suddenly a star arose,— 
It was the Star of Bethlehem ! 


It was my guide, my light, my all,— 
It bade my dark forebodings cease ; 
And through the storm and dangers 
thrall, 
It led me to the port of peace. 


Now safely moor’d, my perils o’er, — 
PJ] sing, first in night’s diadem, 
For ever and for ever more. 
The Star,—the Star of Bethlehem.” 
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